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Summary

Park sites and recreation facilities are the setting for

a wide variety of leisure activities enjoyed by

Redding residents. The Park Strategy provides

updated inventories, a detailed needs assessment,

and policy recommendations to address current and

future community concerns. 

Parkland

The recently revised parkland inventory reveals that

there are 83 park sites. These sites encompass both

developed and undeveloped land and total 985.72

acres, including 83.07 acres of trail corridors

located outside of parks. Of this total, the developed

sites equal 580.07 acres, representing 1.5 percent of

the total land area in the city limits.

Despite, this number of sites, parks aren’t evenly

distributed throughout the planning area, with many

residents without convenient access to a park.

At present, the city-wide ratio of improved parkland

(the level-of-service) is 6.78 acres per thousand

people. This is below the 10-acre goal adopted in

2000 with the General Plan. The City’s most

populous quadrant, the Southwest, has the lowest

service level, with only 5.20 acres of developed

parkland per thousand people.

To provide recreation opportunities throughout the

planning area in an equitable manner, it is 

recommended that the City place a priority on park

acquisition and/or development:

C at sites where recreation facilities will add

capacity to the park system;

C at existing, but undeveloped park sites;

C in areas where no parks are located within

convenient walking distance;

C in areas with low service levels; and

C in areas with high population densities.

Twenty-nine additional park sites are proposed by

2020 to raise the level of service to that envisioned

by the community in the General Plan. One quarter

involve proposed partnerships with schools.

Park Types and Standards

Our park system contains many special purpose

sites and two large regional parks with unique

attractions. However, it does not have a balance of

different park types and sizes. Notably lacking are

sufficient sites that adequately serve the everyday

needs of residential neighborhoods.

Recommended park policies address the need to

provide a variety of parks that will serve all

segments of Redding’s population:

C Greater emphasis on providing neighborhood-

serving parks, especially Large Neighborhood

Parks (5 to 15 acres in size).

C Continued emphasis on partnerships with schools.

C More clearly defined park development standards

for all park types.

Major Recreational Facilities

Redding recreation providers indicate that more

sports facilities are needed to meet demand, and

that there is as a lack of space for programs. As

population growth continues, deficiencies will

become acute.

To address this situation, a major recreation facility

needs assessment was made to determine how many

and where recreation sites are needed. This analysis

resulted in revised service levels and goals for

seven kinds of recreation facilities. 

These facility goals have been applied to population

projections to determine how many will be needed

for the next twenty years. The Plan proposes

locations that are coordinated with each quadrant’s

proportionate population to ensure that all members

of the public have convenient access to pools,

gyms, tennis courts, and athletic fields throughout

the city.
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Introduction

The Role of Parks in the Community

What makes a place a “park”? 

Most people in considering this question will think

that parks are the green areas between buildings, or

the landscaped play area beyond the hard asphalt

streets. While parks are man-made places, they are

different from other components in the urban

landscape. Buildings provide enclosure and

confinement, but parks, in one form or another,

embrace the open airy qualities of the natural

world. 

A visit to a park engages us in activities that are

different than those found elsewhere. In parks, we

can enjoy fun and freedom, in contrast to the

regimen and deadlines often found at school and

the workplace. By their very existence, parks can

provide a vital balance to city life.

Parks distinguish themselves as places that can

accommodate seemingly opposite human needs. On

the one hand, they can provide a haven for the

solitary walker, but they can also encourage human

fellowship and are often sites for joyful pageantry

and competitions. 

At parks, the interests of all ages, young or old, can

be experienced — the rejuvenating interlude with

the sun, sky and wind while seated upon a park

bench, or the body-challenging sensations found on

trails and athletic fields.

It is also important to recognize the influential civic

role of parks. Beyond their contribution to an

attractive public landscape, they are socially

significant environments. When we gather at

outdoor concerts and fireworks displays, cheer our

children at their sporting events, and say hello to

fellow trail users, we interact and grow as a

community. Each type of park — from the small

neighborhood playground, to our large regional

attractions — provides the opportunity for

companionship and connection that adds

immeasurably to the greater civic good.

The Benefits of Parks

Parks and recreation programs offer benefits that

are sometimes difficult to measure in a fiscal

analysis, but which are well worth our investment

and our attention. As essential parts of the city, they

contribute tangibly to many areas of community

life.

Community Health

Parks give people a means for safe recreation and

activity. Ready access to these kinds of public

spaces can play a crucial role in fighting physical

inactivity, which is a serious public health problem

that results in adverse health outcomes and

increased health care costs. 

Regular physical activity of moderate intensity

reduces the risk of many diseases, such as Type II

diabetes, coronary heart disease, osteoporosis, and

obesity. Physical activity has also been shown to

increase self esteem, and alleviate depression and

anxiety. 

Among children and adolescents, regular physical

activity and exercise have been shown to improve

school performance, increase the sense of personal

responsibility and group cooperation, and decrease

consumption of drugs and alcohol. 

Although the health benefits of physical activity are

well known, one in four adults in the United States

is largely inactive at work and during leisure time,

according to a 2003 report by the Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). And in

Shasta County, almost half the population lead

sedentary lifestyles, according to a 1999

community health survey conducted by Mercy

Hospital. The lack of leisure-time activity here is

highest among older adults, and for people in lower

income and educational brackets. 

Our children also face this problem. The majority

of fifth-, seventh- and ninth-graders in Shasta,

Tehama, Trinity, and Siskiyou counties are
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considered out of shape, according to the 2002

Fitnessgram test. Nationwide, about half of 12- to

21-year-olds and more than a third of high school

students do not participate in vigorous physical

activity on a regular basis, according to the

National Association for Sport and Physical

Education.

Halting and reversing the upward trend of the

obesity epidemic requires effective collaboration

among the government, voluntary, and private

sectors. Locally, Shasta County’s Public Health

Department is funding several programs that

address obesity and physical inactivity, especially

for youth.  Redding’s parks, trails, and recreation

programs will also play a positive and significant

role in the nation-wide, multi-faceted effort.

Crime Prevention

In addition to increasing their physical well-being,

providing recreation and art programs for young

people can be highly effective in reducing problems

related to delinquent behavior and truancy. Safe

places to channel their energy requires a

commitment to listen to their points of view and

respond to emerging trends in recreation and sports.

Revitalization

In many cities, large and small, parks become focal

points for neighborhood revitalization, and can

provide an attractive site for neighbors to gather

and visit. In downtown areas, properly designed

parks and public plazas can be the catalysts for re-

investment, higher foot traffic, and sites for

revenue-generating events and celebrations.

Economic Development and Investment

Both direct and indirect economic benefits are

realized by investing in parks. Businesses making

re-location or expansion decisions look to a

potential area’s quali ty-of-life measures, and parks

and other recreation amenities play an important

role in those assessments. A recent article on

corporate relocation quoted a Price Waterhouse-

Coopers site consultant saying, "Companies are

much more conscious today and focused on

quality-of-life in making a [relocation] decision."

New industries and businesses bring increased

economic growth, better wages, and enhanced

opportunities. More directly, the development of

recreation facilities can mean more jobs for the

community, with the most obvious beneficiaries

being people in the recreation service fields and

those in the construction industry.

Tourism

Well-maintained parks and top-grade recreational

facilities are attractive not only to our citizens, but

to others from outside the region whose travel

dollars add to Redding’s growing tourist and 

outdoor recreation economy. A portion of the sales

tax generated from the goods and services

purchased by travelers goes into the City’s General

Fund, which provides a wide array of essential

services for city residents such as police and fire

protection.

Art in Parks

Imagination and creativity are important

components to everyone's daily lives. Public art, as

physical embodiments of these components, has the

capacity to enhance our environment, transform the

landscape, heighten our awareness, or question our

assumptions. 

Our parks provide attractive and interactive

opportunities for artistic creations. In this public

setting, the art is there for everyone to view, with

the understanding that in a diverse society, not all

art can appeal to all people, nor should it be

expected to do so. When done successfully, public

art should reflect and respect the community’s full

range of local values and character.

Public art can act as a catalyst for generating

community projects that involve artists, design

professionals, residents, funding agencies, and

construction teams who work together toward a

common goal. These creative landmarks can help

residents identify an area in a unique and

recognizable way. As a community-building

strategy, public art efforts should be incorporated

into the planning and design of public spaces from

the outset.





Existing Park and 

Recreation System
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Current Organizational

Structure

City Departments

Since 1998, park and recreation responsibilities in

Redding have been spread over two City

departments, Community Services and Support

Services. In 2002, 46 full-time equivalent

employees work from three different locations. The

table below summarizes the responsibilities and

employment levels of each division. Detailed

organizational charts for each department’s park

and recreation personnel can be found in the

Appendix.

Community Services Advisory Commission

The City Council and staff are assisted by the

Community Services Advisory Commission. This 

five-member group addresses parks, recreation, and

open spaces items, as well as tourism issues related

to the operation of the Convention and Visitors

Bureau and the Convention Center. Their monthly

meetings welcome the public’s attendance,

interests, and concerns. The Appendix contains a

description of the duties and responsibilities of the

Commission.

City of Redding Park and Recreation Divisions and Operations, 2003

Department Division and Location Responsibilities Full-Time Part-

Time

Total

FTE*

Comm unity

Services

Department 

Administrative

Division

City Hall, Cypress
Avenue

Park, Trail & Open Space Planning,
Acquisition and Development; the Public
Art Program; Friday Entertainment;
Partnerships with schools, federal land
agencies, and service clubs

2

.3

.3

.3

0 3

Recreation

Division 

Recreation
Building, Parkview
Avenue

Recreation Programs and Classes; Park
Reservations and Recreation Facility
Management; MLK, Jr. Center & Senior
Citizen Center Liaison; Joint-Use
Contract Administration

6 17 23

Supp ort

Services

Department

Park Maintenance

Division 

City Corporation
Yard, Viking Way

Sites Maintained:

Developed Parks 33
Landscaped Areas 26
Municipal Landscapes 7
Tennis Courts 16
Boat Ramps 3
Trails 10
Swimming Pools 2
Fantasy Fountain Water Play Area 1
Ballfields 8
Soccer Fields 3
Skateboard Park 1
BMX Bike Park 1
Disc Golf Course 1
Lakes (Mary Lake) 1

15

TOTALS:     24

5

22

20

46

* FTE = Full-Time Equivalent Employee
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Recreation Programs and

Facilities

Programs

Each quarter, the Recreation Division publishes its

Recreation Activity Guide, which describes the

wide variety of programs and classes provided at

sites located throughout the city. While Redding

does not have a typical multi-purpose community

center or field house to conduct these programs,

our existing facilities are augmented by

partnerships with five schools and several private

recreation sites in order to provide classes, special

events, and adult and youth sport programs for

residents.

Programs and Classes Offered by Redding Recreation since 1998

Activity Description Locations

YOUTH ACTIVITIES

Baseball Farm League - pre-school to 3rd grade: peewee, tee
ball and coach pitch; Junior Giants 8-13 years old

Enterprise HS, K-1 Field (South
City Park), K-3 Field (Caldwell
Park)

Basketball Instructional Open Gym - 3rd-8th grade; High
School Basketball League; 3-on-3 Basketball, and
Special Basketball Events

Parsons School Gym, Sequoia
Middle School Multi-purpose
Room, Enterprise High School

Football Passing League - 2nd through 7th grades Caldwell Park Soccer Field,
Shasta High School Field

Golf Junior Golf - beginning through advanced levels Area Golf Courses

Gym, Instructional Open 3rd through -11th grades, girls, boys, and coed Parsons School Gym

Soccer Kindergarten through 7th grade, spring and fall
seasons

Parsons School Athletic Field,
Shasta H. School Practice Field

Softball Girl’s Fastpitch - 9-17 years K-1 Field (South City Park), K-2

Field (Caldwell Park), Shasta HS

Tennis Junior (8-13 years) and Adult Sun Oaks Fitness Club, So. City
Park, Riverview Country Club

Youth Leisure Classes Tumbling & Dance, Creative Dance & Song, Dance
Discovery, Modern / Jazz Dance, Ballet - Beginning
and Intermediate, Ballet Acrobatics, Bowling, Roller
Hockey Clinic, Cheerleading / Dance, Music &
Movement, Little Chefs (3-5 years old), Cooking for
Boys, Acting for Beginners, Acting & Improvisation,
Jump Rope Class, Watercolor Painting, Swing
Dance, Tumbling, Drawing & Watercolor, Frog
Dance

Trinity Building, Lassen Building,
Shasta Building, Teen Center,
Enterprise Park,  Country Bowl
(private)
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AQUAT IC PRO GRAM

Swim Lessons Children (Pre-school to Advanced) and Adult Caldwell Park Pool, Enterprise
HS Pool, Shasta HS Pool

Special Aquatic Classes Aquarobics, Diving, Snorkeling & Scuba Diving,
Guard Start, Jr. Lifesaving, Lifeguard Certification,
CPR - Professional

Caldwell Park Pool, Enterprise
HS Pool, Shasta HS Pool, Teen
Center, Trinity Building

PRE-SCHOOL CLASSES

General Ballet, Creative Dance, Toddler Travels, Tumbling
Tots, Playgroup, Kindergym, Tiny Tots, Going’ to
Kindergarten, Giggle Bugs

Teen Center, Trinity Building,
Lassen Building

Sports Grasshopper-Basketball, Grasshopper-Kickball,
Grasshopper-Soccer, Peewee Baseball

Alta Mesa Park, Caldwell Park 
K-2 Field

CHILD CARE After School Adventures Bella Vista and Buckeye
Elementary Schools, MLK Jr.
Center

CAMPS

Day Camps Camp Caldwell - Spring Fling, Summer Day Camp,
Winter/Holiday Fun, Shasta Lake Day Camp,
Summer Express

Caldwell Park, City of Shasta
Lake Park

Specialty Day Camps Jump Rope Camp, Basketball Camp, Soccer
Camp, Musical Theater Camp

Trinity Building, Parsons School
Gym & Field, Caldwell Park

ADULT ACTIVITIES

Adult Basketball Basketball League, 3-on-3 Basketball League
(Spring and Fall), 35+ Basketball League

Parsons School Gym, Enterprise
HS Gym, Sequoia School Gym

Adult Dance Classes Ballet - Adult, Renaissance Garland Dance, Swing
Dance, Ballroom Dance, Country Western Dance
Beg., Country Western Dance Intermediate,
Country Line Dance

Teen Center, Trinity Building, 
Senior Citizens Hall

Adult Leisure Classes Aerobic Tap - Beg & Adv Beg, Cake Decorating,
GPS Navigation, Build A Scarecrow, Sign
Language - Beg & Adv Beg, Crochet, Yoga, Walk
to Fitness, Watercolor Painting, Kondondo Self
Defense, Meditation, Porcelain Angel, Tatting,
Rubber Stamping, Tai Chi, Lapidary, Wire
Wrapping, Silver-smithing, On Line Web Classes,
Fencing, Pottery, Stained Glass, Fly Tying, Spring
Gift Workshop, Clock Repair, Drawing &
Watercolor, Awareness Through Movement
(Feldenkrais) Classes 

Trinity, Lassen and Shasta
Buildings, Teen Center, Shasta
High School, Private Studios

Adult Softball Recreational League, B, C, D and coed divisions Caldwell Park K-2 Field,
Buckeye Park, Alta Mesa Park

Adult Tennis Tennis Instruction South City Park

Adult Volleyball 6-on-6 Volleyball, coed for A & B levels Parsons School Gym
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Recreation Program Sites

The City currently owns the following buildings

used for various recreation programs:

Caldwell Recreation Center

Formerly the Redding Museum of Arts and History

in Caldwell Park, this structure hosts seasonal day

camps in its 4,200 square feet, as well as youth and

adult classes, and special event rentals.

Carter House

Also located in Caldwell Park, Carter House is a

one-story former residence that was once the site of

the art museum. Later it became the natural science

museum, which featured live animals, hands-on

exhibits and environmental programs. Its newest

incarnation returns it to the world of art as it is

renovated to be home to the North Valley Art

League and a community art gallery.

Enterprise Park Community Room 

Located on the east side of town on the lower level

of Enterprise Community Park, this recently

renovated structure near Kid’s Kingdom and

Fantasy Fountain is constructed of a  triple-wide

trailer. The 2,100-square foot facili ty has one large

1,800-square foot meeting/classroom, one

restroom, and six office/storage rooms, and hosts

day camps and classes for children and adults.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Center

This 4,512-square foot MLK Jr. Center was

constructed in 1965 in a 3-acre neighborhood park

of the same name. The facility is home to the

Shasta County Multi-Cultural Center, and is the site

for several neighborhood-focused programs,

including after-school tutoring and group recreation

activities.

Redding Aquatic Center

Redding’s 50-year-old municipal pool, “The

Plunge,” was demolished in 2001 to make way for

the new Redding Aquatic Center. The upgraded

facilities boast a 50-meter by 25-yard pool, and a

76' by 136' recreation pool with numerous water

play features and a water slide. Shade structures

provide relief from the summer sun, and a party

patio at the south end of the facility accommodates

group parties.

Redding Big League Dreams Sports Park, 

Located off Old Oregon Trail on the east side of

town, the Sport Park is the culmination of more

than a decade of effort by the City and various ad

hoc committees to enhance youth and adult

recreation opportunities in Redding. 

This project will substantially reduce the long-

standing shortage of quality sports fields and other

recreation facilities, and is also expected to be a

regional destination for many northern California

sports enthusiasts and league tournaments. 

While City-owned and built, the park will be

operated by Big League Dreams, a California-based

company that specializes in baseball / softball park

management. When fully developed, the park will

contain:

< Three major league stadium replicas that will

resemble Wrigley Field, Fenway Park, and

Yankee Stadium for youth baseball / adult

softball

< One minor league, non-replica fields for youth

baseball / adult softball, 

< One additional minor league, non-replica field

for adult baseball / softball

< Nine-station batting cage combined with an

instructional academy area
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Big League Dreams Stadium Replica of Boston's Fenway Park
at their Cathedral City Facility 

< Four soccer fields

< Four sand-beach volleyball courts

< Two playgrounds and picnic areas

< Multi-sport pavilion (20,000 square foot)

designed to accommodate inline hockey

basketball, indoor soccer, indoor volleyball, and

corporate and special events

< The Stadium Club, a food and beverage

family-style sports restaurant

< Additional concession/patio facility for the

minor league fields.

Senior Citizen Hall  

Near Lake Redding Park on Benton Drive, this city-

owned building is leased to the Senior Citizens of

Shasta County organization, primarily for their

activities. Its large main hall is used for the very

popular country-western and line dance classes,

and is available for weddings and other special

events.

Teen Center

The Teen Center is a 2,000-square foot masonry

building constructed in 1984. Located in Caldwell

Park near the pool on Quartz Hill Drive, it is used

for a wide variety of dance and general interest

classes for adults, children and youth.

Existing Facilities and Amenities 

The following two-page inventory of existing sites

and facilities reveals that a broad range of

recreational opportunities is available to Redding

residents. 

The list includes facilities owned by the City, as

well as some provided by others — non-profits,

schools, other agencies, and selected commercial

providers. This is in keeping with goals and

policies found in the General Plan that encourage

partnerships with other entities in the provision of

recreation improvements and programs (Policy

R4J). 

In some areas, the private sector is a significant

contributor to recreation amenities. For example,

half of the tennis courts and all the racquetball

courts in Redding are found at sites not owned by

the City. 
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Existing Facilities and Amenities 

(Separate Exhibit)
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Existing Facilities and Amenities 

(Separate Exhibit)
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The Record-Searchlight maintains an annual
Recreation Guide, which is a good resource for
activities in the area. Their web address is:

http://www.redding.com.

Other Major Recreation

Providers in the Redding Area

Court Sports

Riverview Country Club

Shasta County Family YMCA, Redding

Sun Oaks Tennis and Fitness Center, Redding

Field Sports

Shasta College, Redding

Simpson College, Redding

Golf

Allen’s Golf Course, Redding

Anderson Tucker Oaks Golf Course, Anderson

Churn Creek Golf Course, Redding

Fall River Golf, Fall River Mills

Gold Hills Country Club, Redding

Lake Redding Golf Course, Redding

Lake Shastina Golf Resort, 

McCloud Golf Club, McCloud

Mount Shasta Resort, Mt. Shasta

Oak Creek Golf Course, Red Bluff

Oasis Fun Center, Miniature Golf, Shasta Lake

River Bend Golf & Country Club, Redding

Riverview Golf & Country Club, Redding

Tierra Oaks Golf Club, Redding

Wilcox Oaks Golf Club, Red Bluff

Gun and Archery 

Nice Shot Indoor Shooting Range, Redding

Redding Gun Club, Bella Vista

Straight Arrow Bow Hunters Club, Redding

Equestrian

Anderson River Park, Anderson

Double W Training Center

Fairwind, Anderson

Horsetown-Clear Creek Preserve, Redding

Redding Rodeo, Redding

Roller Skating/Hockey

Redding Indoor Sports Arena, Redding

Viking Skate Country, Redding

Senior Centers

Shasta Senior Nutrition Center, Redding

Frontier Senior Center, Anderson

Swimming

Shasta County Family YMCA, Redding

Sun Oaks Tennis and Fitness, Redding

Other Recreation

Bocce Ball, Anderson River Park, Anderson

Horseshoes, Lake Redding Park, Redding

Mount Shasta Board and Ski Park, Mt. Shasta

Oasis Fun Center, Redding

Redding Drag Strip, Redding

Shasta County Family YMCA, Redding

Shasta Trinity National Forests

Waterworks Park, Redding

Whiskeytown National Recreation Area
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Park Classification System

Over its 130-year history, Redding has acquired a

substantial inventory of park sites, including many

special purpose facilities that are unique to our

area. Because of the number and variety of our

sites, each site was examined to determine its

function within the whole system. 

As a result, some sites were re-classified and a new

park category was added to address citizen interest

in naturalistic passive recreation areas like Mary

Lake Park. The updated park classification system

now provides a planning framework that clearly

describes eight different park categories with

specific functions within the park system. 

Detailed descriptions and standards for each type

are found at the end of the Park Strategy in the

Recommended Goals, Policies and Standards

Section. However, in order to understand the

current parkland inventory, an explanation of each

type is provided below.

Small Neighborhood Park Inventory

Developed: 21 sites 32.11 acres

Undeveloped: 12 sites 18.54 acres

Tota l: 33 sites 50.65 acres

Offering informal recreation areas that are less than

5 acres in size, small neighborhood parks are

usually found in densely populated residential areas

to service a specific local recreation need, or to

take advantage of special opportunities.

In Redding, they appear frequently as small pocket-

parks or mini-parks within subdivisions. Their

limited size and few amenities make them less-

than-ideal from a park planning perspective

because they address the needs of only a narrow

range of users, and also because they are more

costly per square foot to maintain than larger parks. 

Although they are not a cost-effective way of

meeting the recreation needs of a community, this

type of park does play an important role in older,

developed areas of Redding where full-sized, large

neighborhood parks do not exist and are difficult to

provide. In those parts of town lacking suitable

acreage, they are sometimes the only viable way to

provide residents with any kind of park experience.

Large Neighborhood Park Inventory

Developed: 2 sites 16.75 acres

Undeveloped: 1 site 17.13 acres

Tota l: 3 sites 33.88 acres

Large Neighborhood Parks are the basic and the

most important unit of the park system. Generally

5- to 15-acres in size, these parks serve as both a

recreation and a social focus for neighborhoods

because their size allows a greater range of

amenities that can accommodate the interests of 

many different age groups and users.

Large neighborhood parks are primarily meant to

serve the outdoor recreation needs of people living

within walking distance of the park site. To this

end, the equitable distr ibution of these parks

throughout the planning area has been emphasized

so that most homes have reasonable access to a

neighborhood park. While generally designed for

casual group activities and pick-up ball games, the

largest neighborhood park sites may accommodate

limited organized sport activities.

The City has only two developed parks in this

important category: Lake Redding Park (10 acres)

adjacent to Caldwell Park in the Northwest

Quadrant, and Alta Mesa Park (6.75 acres) in the

Southeast.
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School-Parks & Joint Use Facilities

Developed: 8 sites 19.77 acres

Undeveloped: 3 sites 12.47 acres

Tota l: 11 sites 32.24 acres

School-parks and joint-use sites combine the

resources of two public entities to expand

recreational and educational opportunities in a

cost-effective manner. These sites help address the

need for recreation facilities, such as ball fields and

gyms, and may also provide neighborhood park

amenities in developed areas with little available

parkland. Facilities with long-term agreements are

included in the updated inventory of parklands.

There are important distinctions between school-

parks and joint-use sites. School-parks are city-

owned sites adjacent to schools, with separate

public use areas and access. Joint-use sites involve

the sharing of school-owned facilities, with public

availability usually restricted to off-school hours.

The City may also contribute funding  at a joint-

funding site in the interest of increasing the

public’s access to recreation opportunities. 

The specific partnership arrangements in these

types of sites are formalized in agreements between

the educational entity and the City. They typically

include development responsibilities, cost sharing

formulas, after-school use schedules, and

maintenance arrangements.

In Redding, partnerships with our local school

districts have resulted in several joint-use facilities: 

fields at Shasta and Enterprise High Schools, the

Parsons School gym, gyms at Turtle Bay

Elementary School and Juniper Academy, the pool

at Enterprise High School, and tennis courts at both

Sequoia Middle School and at Enterprise High. 

There are no existing school parks as yet. However,

Alta Mesa Park, because of its location next to Alta

Mesa Elementary, approaches this park type. It

currently has no joint-use agreement. There is

potential for three school parks to be developed on

currently owned but still vacant sites. 

Community Park inventory

Developed: 3 sites 31.40 acres

Undeveloped: 1 site 81.92 acres

Tota l: 4 sites 113.32 acres

Community Parks are 15- to 50-acres in size and

serve broader purposes than do neighborhood

parks. They can accommodate both informal,

unstructured recreation, as well as organized,

scheduled uses for many different ages. With their

greater acreage, community parks allow for large

group activities that are neither desirable nor

feasible in the smaller neighborhood-sized parks,

including tournament play ball fields, field houses,

and recreation or community centers. Within their

borders, they can often preserve unique landscapes

that can be used for trail corridors, habitat

conservation, and open space areas. 

The larger list of amenities that can be located on

this amount of land means that community parks

can serve a substantial portion of the indoor and

outdoor recreation needs of a city's population.

Where there are no neighborhood parks in a given

area, the community park may serve that function

for nearby residents as well.

The only fully developed community park is the

18-acre South City Park in the downtown area. It

contains basketball and tennis courts, a large

playground, tree-shaded picnic tables, and ball

fields. Both Buckeye Park (9.40 developed, 27.20

total acres) at the north end of town, and Cascade

Park (4.00 developed, 27.63 total acres) in the

south are partially developed, and contain

significant acreage that could accommodate

additional facilities.
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Regional Park Inventory

Developed: 2 sites 98.84 acres

Undeveloped:  69.59 acres

Tota l: 2 sites 168.43 acres

Regional Parks serve broader purposes than

community parks, with activities that often attract

users from outside the immediate city. Generally

larger than 50 acres in size, they can offer a wide

variety of specialized facilities, and often preserve

unique landscapes and open spaces. 

Redding’s two regional parks, Caldwell Park and

Enterprise Park, contain our most frequently used

recreation sites, and attract visitors from the entire

north state. Caldwell Park (73.84 acres) hosts

innumerable special events, from charity walks to

all kinds of fairs. It provides riverfront access along

the Sacramento River Trail, and is home to the

newly renovated Redding Aquatic Center. 

The 90-acre Enterprise Park serves as both a

regional and a community park. While not yet fully

developed, it currently has many attractive features,

including a large group picnic pavilion, Kid’s

Kingdom, which has a fully accessible playground

for children of all abilities, and the very popular

Fantasy Fountain aquatic playground with a

delightful erupting water volcano.

Natural Area Park Inventory

Developed: 4 sites 174.55 acres

Undeveloped:  23.00 acres

Tota l: 4 sites 197.55 acres

Natural Area Parks represent a new category of

park in Redding, responding to residents’

demonstrated interest in recreation experiences that

embrace the many beautiful natural places within

our city. In park systems nationwide, this park

designation is being included to both ensure that a

diverse mix of recreation opportunities is offered,

and also coordinate outdoor recreation with natural

resource protection.

These parks usually emphasize interesting

topography, views or vista points, and special

wildlife or plant habitats. Our natural area parks

often offer public access for boats or fishing to

local lakes, streams, and the Sacramento River as

well. Passive recreation activities, such as trails for

hiking and biking, and amenities such as drinking

fountains, restrooms and parking areas, are

generally provided. As developed open spaces,

natural area parks, by General Plan definition, are

located within or adjacent to residential areas. 

The City improves and maintains these parks at

different levels than other park types, placing

greater emphasis on their inherent natural

characteristics rather than on high impact

recreational features. 

Natural area parks already exist within the Redding

park system but have been previously grouped in

various other categories. Mary Lake Park (29.59

acres) on the west side is perhaps the most widely

known of these. Others include the Peppertree

Natural Area Park (26.46 acres), and Parkview

Riverfront Park (12.50 acres). Clover Creek

Preserve, in southeast Redding, offers 129 acres of

trails, ponds, and restored native plant habitats.

Special Purpose Facility Inventory

Developed: 14 sites 106.38 acres

Undeveloped: 2 sites 183.00 acres

Tota l: 16 sites 289.38 acres

Special purpose facilities are oriented toward a

single-purpose or a special use. Divided broadly

into two types, the first group encompasses those

sites that have historical, cultural, and social

activities associated with them. These include

public plazas, the grounds of certain public

buildings, performing arts facilities, amphitheaters,

arboretums, ornamental gardens, and senior

centers.
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The second group is recreation-related, and

includes boat launches, fishing access points,

aquatic parks, dog parks, golf courses, ball fields,

sports stadiums and complexes, and community

centers located outside of parks. 

The city has sixteen sites in the special purpose

category, including the Senior Citizens Hall, the

Benton Dog Park, Library Park, the Redding Big

League Dreams Sports Park, and many others.

Private Neighborhood Park Inventory

Inventoried: 10 sites 17.20 acres

Tota l: 10 sites 34.40 acres

Provided by a subdivision developer for the

exclusive use of the subdivision residents, private

neighborhood parks are generally located within

planned developments (PD’s). They are sometimes

found in subdivisions that include the provision of

the recreational amenities as a condition for their

development (see page 22). 

Typically maintained by a homeowners association,

private neighborhood parks in Redding include

such amenities as swimming pools and spas,

clubhouses, walking and bicycle trails, picnic areas,

play equipment, tennis courts, and also landscaped

common areas and/or developed open space. 

Many jurisdictions limit, discourage, or strictly

define the standards for acceptable private

recreation facilities because they are not accessible

to the general public. 

Redding’s General Plan and its municipal code,

however, support this means of parkland

development, providing a partial credit toward in-

lieu fees, parkland dedication requirements, and/or

park development fees for the construction of

private recreation facilities. The policy covers

improved open space areas and parks, as well as the

private development of new public parks and

recreational amenities constructed within existing

public park facilities. 

Because of these long-established city policies, half

of the park acreage found at private neighborhood

parks is included in the city’s inventory of

parklands in recognition of the valuable

contribution private recreation development can

make to Redding’s park system. Using this method,

17.20 acres are counted toward the inventory at ten

private neighborhood parks in the city, located in

all quadrants except the northwest. A list of the

private parks and their amenities is found in the

Appendix.
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Parkland Inventory by Park Type

Developed and Undeveloped Park Sites - 2003

Park 

Type

Park 

Name

Street 

Address

Acres

Developed Undeveloped

Small 

Neighborhood 

Parks

Amethyst Park 2950 Amethyst Way 0.61

Bedrock Site 3146 Bedrock Lane 0.43

Bob White Park 931 Springer Dr. 0.43

Carnelian Park 2487 Lake Redding Dr. 0.50

Churn Creek Heights 1399 Arizona St 1.00

Clover Creek Park 2555 Clover Creek St. 1.00 1.30

Country Heights Park 2899 Howard Dr. 3.58

Creekside Park 6596 Creekside St. 0.87

Foothill Park 1160 Hillcrest Place 0.50 0.50

Foxtail Park 1460 Foxtail Court 0.84

Hacienda Heights Site 2139 Hemingway St. 0.38

Hawn Park (Rotary Park) 2703 Hawn Ave. 0.31

Indian Hills Park 3575 Auburn Dr. 0.75 0.65

Martin Luther King, Jr. Park 1815 Sheridan St. 3.08

Meadow Creek Park Site 6510 Hemlock St 1.87

Minder Park 1210 Minder Dr. 1.00

Northridge Gardens Park 960 Hillsdale Court 0.75

Peppertree Park 500 Peppertree Lane 1.84

Ravenwood Park 2001 Charade Way 0.76

Ridgeview Park 2150 Cumberland Dr. 6.06

River Park Highlands Site 249 River Park Dr. 1.89

River Ridge Terrace Site 1200 Spinnaker Dr. 2.04

Rolling Hills Park 3890 Oro St. 1.28

Rosetree Park Site 1505 Imperial Dr. 2.00

Stillwater Heights Park 4525 Lynbrook Loop 1.85

Summerfield Meadows Park Site 6567 Creekside St. 2.26

T. R. Woods Memorial Park 955 Royal Oaks Dr. 3.00

Tourmaline Site 397 Tourmaline Way 0.51

Valley Ridge Park 5414 Valley Ridge Park 1.00 0.47

Vista Ridge Park Site 555 Whet Owl Way 0.92

Waverly Park Site 2550 Center Waverly 0.75

Western Oaks Park 2370 Western Oaks Dr. 2.10

Whistling Park Site 1750 Whistling Dr. 1.57

33 SMALL NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS SUBTOTAL ACRES 32.11 18.54

Large 

Neighborhood 

Parks

Alta Mesa Park 3600 Scorpius Way 6.75

Churn Creek Park Site 2013 E. Cypress Ave. 17.13

Lake Redding Park Benton Dr. 10.00

3 LARGE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS SUBTOTAL ACRES 16.75 17.13



Park 

Type

Park 

Name

Street 

Address

Acres

Developed Undeveloped
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School-Parks or 

Joint-Use

Facilities

Gateway (Blossom) Park Site 1325 Montclair Dr. 3.20

Pacheco (Copper Creek) Park Site 4950 Shasta View Dr. 3.27

Enterprise High School 3411 Churn Creek Rd. 1.50

Juniper Academy 375 Ellis St. 2.00

Mountain View Middle School 675 Shasta View Dr. 6.00

Parsons Junior High School 750 Hartnell Ave. 5.07

Sequoia Middle School 1805 Sequoia St. 1.50

Shasta High School 2500 Eureka Way 2.68

Shasta Learning Center 2200 Eureka Way 0.34

Simpson College 2211 College View Dr. 6.50

Turtle Bay Elementary School 1330 Arboretum Dr. 0.18

11 SCHOOL-PARKS / JOINT-USE SUBTOTAL ACRES 19.77 12.47

Community 

Parks

Buckeye Park 3500 Hiatt Dr. 9.40 17.80

Cascade Park 2975 Girvan Rd. 4.00 23.63

South City Park / Tiger Field 955 Parkview Ave. 18.00

Twin View Park Site 901 College View Dr. 40.49

4 COMMUNITY PARKS SUBTOTAL ACRES 31.40 81.92

Regional 

Parks

Enterprise Park 1755 El Vista St. 25.00 69.59

Caldwell Park 58 Quartz Hill Rd. 73.84

2 REGIONAL PARKS SUBTOTAL ACRES 98.84 69.59

Natural 

Area 

Parks

Clover Creek Preserve 3705 Shasta View Dr. 106.00 23.00

Mary Lake Park 1696 Lakeside Dr. 29.59

Parkview Riverfront Park 380 Parkview Ave. 12.50

Peppertree Natural Area Park 515 Peppertree Lane 26.46

4 NATURAL AREA PARKS SUBTOTAL ACRES 174.55 23.00



Park 

Type

Park 

Name

Street 

Address

Acres

Developed Undeveloped
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Special 

Purpose

Facilities

Benton Dog Park 1700 Airpark Dr. 2.30

Buenaventura Park Site 3881 Placer Rd. 39.90

Civic Center 777 Cypress Ave. 3.29

Community Gardens 1550 Riverside Dr. 3.60

Convention Center Grounds 700 Auditorium Dr. 10.00

Graham Park 955 Hartnell Ave. 0.20

Library Park 1552 Placer St. 0.34

Old City Hall Park 1313 Market St. 0.16

Redding Sports Park 20155 Viking Way 60.00 44.00

Riverfront Park 712 Auditorium Dr. 1.90 17.10

Rodeo Grounds 715 Auditorium Dr. 12.00

Senior Citizens Hall 2290 Benton Dr. 2.56

So. Bonnyview Boat Launch 3855 So. Bonnyview Rd. 4.00 2.00

Softball Park (Parkview Ave.) 900 Parkview Ave. 4.03

Stillwater Plant Site 6383 Airport Rd. 80.00

Turtle Bay Boat Launch 715 Auditorium Dr. 2.00

16 SPECIAL PURPOSE SITES SUBTOTAL ACRES 106.38 183.00

Private 

Neighborhood 

Parks

Marvin Gardens 6850 Hemlock St. 0.46

Meadow Wood Estates 2693 Pernie Trail 0.96

Paris Park 2000 Paris Park Ave. 0.15

Shasta Hills Estates 1220 Golden Gate Trail 1.00

Shasta Pines 1950 Shasta Pines Way 0.22

Silver Creek 4600 Goodwater Ave. 3.17

Tanglewood Village 801 Tanglewood Dr. 0.71

The Bluffs 1900 Bechelli Lane 0.38

The Knolls 2980 Foothill Boulevard 1.67

The Vineyards 1880 Vineyard Trail 8.51

10 PRIVATE NEIGHBORHOOD SITES SUBTOTAL ACRES 17.23

TOTAL PARK SITES:  83 TOTAL ACRES: 497.03 405.65

NOTE: The following sites are recommended for reclassification as open space: Kapusta Property, River Park Highlands
Unit 5 Site, Sulphur Creek Site, and Wilson Avenue Site.
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Acquisition and Development

of Parklands

There are three primary ways that local

governmental entities like the City of Redding

acquire land for parks and recreation facilities: 1)

dedication through the land development process;

2) annexation of county areas containing parklands;

and 3) outright purchase or trade for fee title.

While annexation is infrequent, and site purchase is

well understood by most people who have

purchased property, land dedication is not a

particularly familiar process, so a brief explanation

of this acquisition method is in order. Chapter

17.42 of Redding’s Municipal Code relevant to this

process is included in the Appendix.

Land Dedication

Land dedication is by far the most common process

of acquiring land for parks. As a condition of

approval of a final residential subdivision map, a

developer must dedicate land for park and

recreation purposes, or pay a fee in-lieu of the land

dedication. When subdivisions contain more than

50 parcels, the City chooses whether land, fees, or

a combination will be required. Land is set aside

according to standards and formulas found in the

State’s Quimby Act (and repeated in the Municipal

Code), which allows for the dedication of 5 acres

of parkland per 1,000 population.

To get a five-acre park site dedicated in a

subdivision, 404 single-family lots are required.

However, few subdivisions of this size are

submitted for development review in Redding, with

the result that most subdivisions yield much

smaller park acreage dedications.

In-Lieu Park Fees

When subdivisions contain 50 parcels or less, in-

lieu fees may be paid instead of land dedication.

This may also occur when suitable land is not

available, or when parkland is not needed. The fee

paid is derived from a formula based on the fair

market value of the land that would otherwise be

dedicated. Fees are used only for acquiring

necessary parkland, developing new parks, or

rehabilitating existing facilities, and are collected at

the time the subdivision map is approved. In

Redding, funds are assigned to one of four

geographic areas, or quadrants, based on the

subdivision’s location, and are spent only on park

improvements within that part of the city. 

This quadrant system is also used throughout the

Master Plan to analyze parkland distribution and

service levels. More specific information on in-lieu

and park development fees can be found in the

Implementation Strategy.

Parkland Acquisition

Parkland acquisition through land dedication is a

joint effort involving the Community Services

Department, the Planning Division of Development

Services, and  landowners. Parcel maps and

development proposals submitted to Planning are

routed to Community Services for review and

identification of potential park and recreation sites,

and for trail and open space possibilities. The

Master Plan will assist this process by clarifying

where facilities need to be located.

Park Development

The development of parks is primarily the

responsibility of the Community Services

Department. While there have been improvements

to public recreation areas recently in Redding, and

the construction of a first-class trail system is well

underway, no significant neighborhood park

development has occurred for almost ten years.

Instead, the City has concentrated its efforts on the

creation of much-needed special purpose facilities,

such as the Redding Sports Park and the Aquatic

Center, and very large parks like Enterprise

Community Park. These projects have relied

heavily upon state and federal park grants for their

funding.



Major Issues and

 Trends
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Major Issues and Trends for

Parks and Recreation

More People Demanding Recreation Amenities

Our population is growing. In the next twenty

years, the number of people in Redding’s will

increase by 40 percent. This will place higher

demands on our parks, facilities and programs. 

While all areas of the city will experience

population increases and attendant housing

development, some parts will be more affected than

others, and more parks will need to be planned.

The population growth rate will be highest in the

Northeast Quadrant, which currently has the fewest

people. Through 2020, the Southwest Quadrant will

remain the most populous area of the city.

Changing Household Composition

Redding is similar to other American cities in that

the character of its households is changing. The

number of persons in each household is going

down, in Redding from 2.7 to 2.4 people per

household in the last decade. Older, single-person

households, on the other hand, are increasing, as

are single-parent households, and “empty-nesters.”

This will have an effect on the services and

programs the City should offer its residents.

(Source: U.S. Census 2000)

Redding’s Aging Population

Redding’s current population has more people in

the 65+ age category than is typical state-wide.

Almost 16 percent of our residents are in this age

group, versus 10.6 percent for all of California. As

the city grows in size, so too will the number of

seniors. 

This is important to our park and recreation

planning strategies because a person's age is

generally regarded as the single major predictor of

participation in recreational activity. Studies have

shown that the older people are, the less likely they

are to participate in physical activity. 

Moreover, those that do maintain such participation

tend to switch to less physically rigorous and less

structured activities. This older population is

expected to increase the demand for “softer” types

of recreation.

Traditional team activit ies and physical sports like

football and basketball will likely be in less

demand, while the fastest growing activities for

seniors will be unstructured or non-rigorous

outdoor activities, such as gardening, golfing,

hiking/walking and boating. 

Currently, senior-oriented programs and facilities

are not available throughout the planning area. The

Senior Citizen Hall, operated by a non-profit

organization in a City-owned building near Lake

Redding Park, is a good example of what can be

provided. Other groups, such as the Golden

Umbrella and Shasta County’s Public Health

programs, offer other avenues, but convenient

access and more locations are needed.

Increasing Development and Infrastructure

Needs

Throughout our city, residential subdivisions,

commercial developments, and new industrial sites

continue to be built to accommodate our growth.

The utilities and infrastructure to serve these areas

— streets, sewer, water,  and utilities — have

generally been planned so that the public is

adequately provided with these services. 

Park and recreational spaces should be viewed as

the necessary “green infrastructure” that a city must

also provide its residents. With advance planning of

land and resources, these valuable public services

can be provided to future residents as development

occurs, and at service standards the community has

adopted and should expect to receive.
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Accessibility of Recreation Sites

Since the 1990 passage of the Americans with

Disabilities Act (ADA), Redding has worked to

make all facilities accessible to its residents.

However, accessibility issues are still a problem at

some of our existing park and recreation facilities.

While all recent capital projects are designed with

ADA provisions in mind, many of our older sites

have barriers for persons with mobility or other

disabilities. For example, only one existing

playground — Kid’s Kingdom in Enterprise Park

— is fully accessible to all children.

Renovation Needs of Existing Recreation Sites

and Facilities

Almost all of our parks need upgraded recreation

equipment and/or site renovations. These include

new restrooms, tennis court and parking lot re-

surfacing, turf and irrigation system renovations,

new fencing, landscape enhancements, and

additional benches, picnic tables, and drinking

fountains.

Additional funds are needed for tree maintenance

equipment and personnel to provide quality care to

the City’s 20,600 street and park trees. And more

staff is needed to keep pace with the growing

number of parks, trails and street landscaping being

added to our public landscape annually.

Unmet Demand for Facilities

Soccer, football, softball, baseball, and basketball

continue to be popular sports enjoyed by all ages.

However, a lack of quality fields and courts has

been evident for years. The 1991 Park and

Recreation Plan revealed shortages in each of these

areas more than ten years ago, and are just now

being partially addressed with the Redding Sports

Park. More lighted fields, which allow for longer

and often cooler hours of play, are needed. 

Partnerships

While partnerships with schools have proven to be

a good solution to providing field and gym space,

joint-use agreements have not been consistently

beneficial to all parties. Over-use of turf and

equipment, conflicts in scheduling, and cost-

sharing remain as issues in some cases, and pose a

barrier in other instances, to negotiating future joint

use agreements.

Increasing Costs for Facility Use

Many of the arrangements the City has made with

school districts for joint-use have involved sharing

costs or trading the use of one of our facilities for

theirs. However, the rising cost to maintain sites

has prompted some school districts to raise their

facility use fees. This impacts not just our

recreation programs, but also those of non-profit

providers, with costs mostly being passed on in the

form of higher fees for participants.

Lack of Community Centers for Recreation

Programs

Existing recreation programs now take place in

City-owned buildings that are antiquated, or on

fields or in gyms shared with a variety of users.

While this is a testament to the ingenuity and hard

work of recreation staff, school personnel, and

volunteers, the fact remains that Redding does not

have any full-service, multi-use recreation or

community centers to adequately serve its

residents.

Demand for Dog Parks

Redding is one of only a limited number of cities

that has an official dog park for people to exercise

and socialize their pets in an off-leash fenced area.

Located on City-owned and maintained property,

but primarily developed by local kennel clubs, the

dog park offers a safe and attractive alternative for

dog owners, since they cannot bring their dogs into

city parks. Additional dog parks have ben

requested.

Special Games Areas

The City is often contacted by citizens with an

interest in helping develop special game areas, such

as bocce ball courts, within our parks. In addition,

the growing popularity of disc/frisbee golf and the

continued interest in various roller sports have been

only partially accommodated by Redding’s existing

facilities and by the private sector. 
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Bicycle Motocross (BMX) and Mountain Bike

Circuit

With our proximity and connections to innumerable

trails and back-country areas, it makes sense that

mountain biking is a popular pastime in Redding.

Within the City, Cascade Community Park has a

small BMX course constructed with the

involvement of users and with the help of a local

contractor.

The High School Survey (see Appendix) revealed

that bike parks were among the top ten outdoor

recreation areas most desired by teens,  and bike

facilities appeared frequently in the teens’

responses to open-end questions. 

In addition, bicycle events are making a stronger

presence in Redding. Each year the Shasta-

Lemurian Race for mountain bikes is held nearby,

and in 2001, the Elite Road Nationals for racing

bicyclists came to our city. 

With this growing interest in larger bicycle events,

there may be good reason to consider more bike-

related recreation areas for residents as well as

regional visitors.

Need for Greater Citizen Participation in Park

Development and Maintenance

The City should include the participation and ideas

of its citizens in all aspects of park making. The

most common method used in other cities is

through benevolent groups, for example

neighborhood watch groups, adopt-a-park

programs, “Friends Of ” groups, park councils, or

park foundations. These groups provide an

important link between the City and its residents

through a shared interest  in the importance of parks

and recreation.

The activities of citizen-based organizations can

have a significant effect on park systems by

contributing a wide range of programming and

events for members and the public. This may

include the planting of community gardens, park

renovation  projects, sponsorship of special

performances, conducting nature-in-the-city walks,

mass-planting of perennial bulbs, organizing park

clean-ups and tree-planting days, and fund-raising

events. The sweat equity, in-kind-services, and cost

savings these groups can provide are a welcome

boost to the limited resources that are now

available for park development and maintenance.

They can also provide ideas and solutions to those

responsible for park facilities and a strong

advocacy voice when parklands are threatened or in

trouble. Non-profit advocacy groups can often

apply for grant funds that may not be available to

local government.

In Redding, the contributions of local service

organizations, church organizations, real estate

developers, community foundations, and

corporations have provided funds and manpower to

create many worthwhile community projects:

C The Sacramento River Trail

C The fish and boulder waterfall at the intersection

of South Market Street and Cypress Avenue

C Library Park

C Enterprise Park’s Kid’s Kingdom playground

C Fantasy Fountain water playground

All of these improvements are the results of short-

term, project-driven efforts by well-organized

community organizations. 

What is lacking is a sustained, long-range advocacy

group that can provide an easily identifiable avenue

where citizens can make a contribution to their

city’s parks. Such an umbrella organization could

take advantage of a vast untapped source of

volunteers, including the active participation of

teens, retired persons, various children’s groups,

and weekend volunteers of all ages. This cannot

help but bring a stronger sense of ownership and

pride that has many community benefits. 

Any organization that may arise to perform

volunteer activities within the parks must be done

in coordination with the Parks Maintenance

Division. An on-going concern of the union that

represents the maintenance staff is the potential for

displacement of paid employees by volunteer

workers. Sensitive handling of this issue can

protect the interest of union members while still
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allowing the community to benefit from increased

public participation in the development and

maintenance of our parks.

Undeveloped Park Sites

Redding has a large backlog of undeveloped park

sites. The detailed parkland inventory, located in

the Appendix, lists 28 park sites with undeveloped

land. 

A primary reason for this situation has been a lack

of funding to develop parks. While many sites have

been dedicated to the City through the subdivision

process, or acquired through purchase or

annexation, park development fees have not been

sufficient to proceed with construction. 

As an example, Rosetree Park site, located on an

attractive 2-acre parcel in the Ravenwood

subdivision in the Northeast Quadrant, was

dedicated to the City in the early 1990's. At that

time, the cost to develop these two acres was

approximately $276,000. However, the park fees

collected by the City from the developer came to

only $40,700, or about 15 percent of the amount

needed for the construction of the park. Park fees

have been increased since that time, but still do not

cover the full costs associated with park

development.

About half of the undeveloped acres are park sites

like Rosetree, waiting for sufficient park

development funds. Others represent unfunded

future phases of existing parks. Some are more

appropriately classified as open space. The

remaining acres are at sites that have been

problematic in other ways. Most are located within

subdivisions and have been a source of concern to

nearby residents who had expected an attractive

recreational amenity, but see only an empty lot

detracting from the landscape of their

neighborhood. 

Some of these neighborhood park sites are very

small, often less than an acre in size. In addition to

the lack of development funds, past policies have

not favored their development for two reasons.

First, small parks cannot accommodate the full

range of recreational activities that should typically

be found at neighborhood parks, and thus do not

serve the needs of all residents. In addition, small

parks are more costly per square foot to maintain

than larger parks. 

Finally, the City has too often accepted undesirable

sites as parkland dedications. These sites have

remained unbuilt because they would make poor

parks. Encumbered with various constraints, such

as steep slopes, the presence of overhead power

transmission lines, poor public access, or

impractical parcel shapes, many sites are too costly

or too difficult to warrant development. Specific

recommendations for undesirable sites are found in

the last section entitled, Recommended Park Goals,

Policies and Standards.



Parkland Analysis
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The Geography of Parks

The Park Planning Area

Population growth and the increased need for

recreation facilities and parkland in the next twenty

years will not be confined to Redding’s city limits,

but will occur in surrounding areas as well. 

To plan for those needs, the parkland analysis uses

a planning area that combines the secondary and

primary growth areas defined on page 18 in the

General Plan, and also depicted in Figure 1-1 of

that document. 

This planning area includes lands that are within

the corporate boundaries, as well as “County

islands” that are adjacent to already developed

areas, and lands within the Sphere of Influence that

the City has determined are appropriate for future

urbanization and annexation. 

In size, the park planning area is 83 square miles,

somewhat smaller than the overall Plan Area of the

General Plan, but large given the planning area

population of just 89,309 people. (The city limits

encompass 60 square miles with an estimated 2003

population of 85,601.) 

Population Density and Park Planning

The relationship between the number of people and 

a geographic area (population density) is important

in park planning. While the difficulty for densely

populated places, such as Sacramento, is in

providing numerous parks to serve its many people,

low-density cities like Redding have a different

challenge. Our smaller population, dispersed over a 

large area, requires many parks to meet service

goals and provide residents with conveniently

located parks. However, funding such an extensive

park system with the smaller resources available to

a city our size is a difficult undertaking.

To put our current population density in

perspective, Redding is compared in the table

below to several northern California cities similar

in size and/or regional location. Ranked by their

land area, at the top is Woodland, the smallest at 10

square miles, with Sacramento’s 97 square miles at

the bottom. Note that Redding ranks as one of the

largest cities in land area, falling between

Sacramento and San Francisco. However, our

population density is the smallest of those listed.

Population Densities of Selected California Cities, Ranked by Land Area

City 2000 Population

Size 

(square miles)

Population Density

(persons / sq. mile)

Woodland 49,200 10 4,920

Davis 60,300 13 4,638

Chico 64,581 22 2,936

Folsom 51,900 24 2,163

Vacaville 88,650 28 3,166

Roseville 74,234 31 2,395

San Francisco 776,733 47 16,526

Redding 81,185 60 1,353

Sacramento 418,794 97 4,317
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Four Planning Quadrants

Within the 83 square mile park planning area, the

city is subdivided into four quadrants — northeast,

northwest, southeast, and southwest. Interstate 5

generally separates the east and west sides of

Redding. State Route 44 and the Sacramento River

divide the north from the south (see Map, page 33). 

Far from being arbitrary lines on a map, the

quadrant boundaries coincide with real physical

barriers, both natural and man-made, that influence

travel and service delivery throughout the city.

Man-made barriers include freeways, major streets,

and railroads that prevent people, especially

children, from easily reaching park sites. Natural

barriers include the Sacramento River and other

large streams that create impediments to travel

unless bridges are present. 

Examining data and facility locations at the

quadrant level helps refine the analysis, and allows

planning efforts to more accurately address the

needs of residents in different parts of the City. 

Analysis of current and projected parkland acres

and their relation to population at the quadrant

level will be discussed in the section entitled

“Level-of-Service (LOS) Calculation.”
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Redding Park Planning Quadrants
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A Balance of Park Types

Throughout the country, a greater appreciation of

parks and the role they play in the community has

created a broader definition of parklands. Once

thought of as only areas with green grass,

playgrounds, and athletic fields, parks are now

understood to fulfill a greater public need in

promoting, among other things, civic gathering

places, assisting in public safety issues, and

preserving natural areas.

Over the years, Redding and its many community

partners have done an outstanding job acquiring

unique parklands and special purpose areas, many

of these located along the Sacramento River. They

add much to Redding's sense of place and provide

high quality recreation options. By their nature,

these large sites or special attractions are meant to

address our regional needs, reaching out to all

residents of the City, our neighbors, and to visitors

throughout the north state and beyond. 

An important goal of a modern park system should

be the provision of a full range of outdoor

recreation experiences. This is accomplished by

offering different kinds of parks that are suitable

for different recreational pursuits. When all of

Redding’s parkland is broken out by the eight park

types (plus trails), as illustrated in the chart below,

we can see that the composition of our park system

at the present time is lopsided.

Notably lacking in our overall inventory are

neighborhood parks, represented by the two

columns on the left. Neighborhood parks are where

you find casual pick-up games of basketball, where

parents take their youngest ones to play at the tot

lot, and where the various sport leagues may

practice their games. Sometimes associated with

neighborhood schools, they are typically placed

throughout the community so that a car is not

always necessary to reach them. Their site and

landscape design have the potential to lend unique

character and natural beauty to their surrounding

neighborhoods.

While all park types are important in providing a

well-balanced park system, our present system

clearly has not achieved such a balance and does

not adequately address the recreation needs of

neighborhoods.
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A Large Neighborhood Park (5 to 15 acres) should typically have a Multi-
Purpose Field, Picnic Pavilions, Playgrounds, Perimeter Walking Trail, and
Landscaping.

Representative Site Plan of a Large Neighborhood Park (5 acres)
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Parkland Acreage

Requirements

Acreage goals are typically formulated in order to

provide a quantitative measure of how well a

community is doing in achieving its goals. They

also figure into the calculation of parkland

dedications and development impact fees collected

from new residential development. 

To make a full and accurate assessment of where

and how much parkland is needed, two analyses

have been made:

C Level-of-Service — the calculation of the

amount of parkland acres needed, based upon the

City’s adopted developed parkland goal.

C Park Deficient Areas — a geographical analysis

of park site locations to identify where service

gaps exist.

Level-of-Service (LOS) Calculation

The most basic method for determining the number

of acres of parkland that are required now and into

the future is the Level-of-Service (LOS) goal. This

is expressed as a ratio of parkland acres to the

population of a given area. 

General Plan Guidelines

Redding's Level-of-Service goal is 10 acres of

improved parkland per 1,000 people (Goal R4,

2000-2020 General Plan). This goal has been a part

of the City's General Plan since the 1970's. It has

been a commonly accepted standard in the park and

recreation field for decades, and has been generally

recommended for over thirty years by the National

Recreation and Park Association (NRPA), a

national organization that has assisted communities

in planning park systems. 

Page four of the General Plan’s Recreation Element

spells out what kind of land is to be counted toward

this parkland goal:

C Small and Large Neighborhood Parks

C Community Parks and Regional Parks

C Parkland adjacent to schools in instances where

the land is publicly owned, as well as parkland

and play areas associated with school-owned

recreational facilities where long-term, joint-use

agreements have been established

C Special Purpose Facilities

C Improved Open Space Areas Within Residential

Developments

C Private Neighborhood Parks

C Trails

Specifically Not Included:

(1) School Facilities where no long-term

joint-use agreements are in effect 

(2) Open Space

This Park Strategy further clarifies the above

definition by using a 50'-wide corridor to calculate

the acreage of public trails outside of developed

parks. This corridor averages all the varied trail

widths, and also encompasses trailheads and

parking lots servicing those trails, which are not

counted as separate park sites.

Only properties under City ownership or

encumbered with a joint use agreement are included

in the inventory. The one exception is private

neighborhood parks, which are specifically included

by the General Plan in the inventory calculation.

Private parks are constructed simultaneously with a

subdivision and are owned and maintained by

homeowners associations. In most cases park fees

were credited for their construction.

Properties owned by the McConnell Foundation,

including the McConnell Arboretum and Lema

Ranch, are not included in the inventory as they are

private property and the Foundation maintains its

prerogative to prohibit public access or develop the

properties at a future date.
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With an inventory of all the improved parklands as

defined above, the City-wide LOS can be calculated

by dividing the number of developed park acres by

the population, and multiplying by 1,000. This

gives a general picture of parkland needs

throughout the city. The LOS calculation has also

been done for each quadrant to further identify the

needs of these specific areas. 

Service Levels for the City and the Quadrants

As shown in the table below, the current City-wide

LOS is 6.78 developed parkland acres per 1,000

people.

A comparison of the quadrant service levels reveals

that the Southwest, which is the most populous area

of the City, currently has the lowest LOS, with only

5.20 acres per 1,000 people. 

Even with the build-out of city-held undeveloped

parkland, in 2020 the City's level-of-service ratio

will still be below the 10.00-acre General Plan goal

without the acquisition of additional parkland.

It should be noted that determining the adequacy of

a park system cannot be done solely on the level-of-

service ratio. A geographic analysis is also

necessary to determine where parks are needed.

While Redding has many acres of parkland, both

developed and undeveloped, these sites aren’t

always located in the right places to serve its

residents.
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Park Deficient Areas

Dispersal of Park Sites

A primary objective in creating a well-balanced

park system is to assure that all people have good

access to parks. Several General Plan policies

speak specifically to this objective. Recreation

Policy R4G, states that park facilities and

equipment should be dispersed throughout the

community to prevent an undue concentration in

any single area. 

Other policies found in the Transportation, Air

Quality, and Community Development and Design

Elements encourage the creation of a more

pedestrian-friendly city with increased walking and

bicycling opportunities. This will help alleviate

traffic congestion, mitigate air pollution caused by

automobile travel, and increase the livability of our

community.

These General Plan policies collectively support

the creation of a geographically balanced park

system that places recreational sites within a

reasonable distance from the residential areas that

they serve. 

Park Service Area

This distance-based location criteria is known as

the park service area. It typically has a radius

between ¼ and  b mile, which is the distance most

people can travel during a ten- or fifteen-minute

walk. Park service areas of this size allow people,

especially children, to walk or ride their bikes to a

park. They also ensure that recreation amenities are

dispersed equitably throughout the city. Park

service areas can be calculated and mapped (page

41) to determine the geographical service coverage

of the park system. 

Public health officials confirm the physical benefits

of providing outdoor areas where people can

comfortably exercise. An article in the American

Journal of Pubic Health (2003) cited several studies

demonstrating that proximity to parks have

significant positive health outcomes for seniors.

The Centers For Disease Control's report, Physical

Activity and Health; A Report to the Surgeon

General, emphasizes that availability and

accessability are central to seeing that the public

has the opportunity to obtain regular physical

activity.

A service area radius of ½-mile is typical in most

cities, and was also chosen as the standard for

Redding because it reflects the moderately dense

development pattern that will characterize much of

Redding as it builds out. 

A smaller service radius, however, should be used

in denser residential neighborhoods because more

people will potentially use a park. Those areas with

a high percentage of multi-family units and with

housing densities above nine units per acre should

ideally be served by a developed park located

within approximately a-mile of residences.

As the map shows, the ½-mile service radius is

already common throughout the developed portions

of the city. Where circles overlap on the map,

residents may be currently within walking distance

of more than one park site.

Professionals in the housing market also support

convenient walkability criteria when locating parks.

A 2001 national poll commissioned by the National

Association of Realtors found that 90 percent think

it's important or very important to create or

maintain "neighborhood parks I can walk to."

The park service area should not be interpreted to

require all new residential development outside of

existing service areas to construct five-acre

(minimum) parks. Rather, all projects are reviewed

on an individual basis. Recommendations for new

park sites are based upon considerations including,

but not limited to, the size and density of the

proposed development, existing amenities in the

quadrant, proximity to future residential

development, and significant physical barriers to

local travel.
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Areas Not Served By Parks

The park service map also shows areas that are not

currently served by parks. These gray-shaded park

deficient areas are defined as residentially

designated lands within the Redding park planning

area that lie beyond the ½-mile service area of any

developed neighborhood, community, regional, or

private neighborhood park. 

Not included in this calculation are special purpose

parks (e.g., boat ramps and dog parks), and

undeveloped park sites. Joint-use sites with schools

were not included either, since they generally

contain only a single-purpose facility (a gym or

athletic field), rather than the broader, multi-age

amenities found at typical neighborhood-serving

park sites.

Resources to build future parks should be directed

toward serving these identified park deficient areas.

In addition, higher priority should also be given to

those that are located in already developed,

urbanized areas because these city residents

currently have no parks. 

The price of land in already developed areas is

typically high. Co-locating parks with schools is a

cost-effective option for providing parks in areas

where land is expensive and scarce, allowing both

entities to share athletic fields or other amenities.

School-parks should be considered only when park

development standards can still be adequately met.

On the map, the shaded areas indicate the need for

more park sites. While some of these areas on the

outskirts of the city have few residents now, future

population growth and further development will

bring with it the need for more recreation areas.

Parkland acquisition and development in these

outlying areas will be assisted by dedications

through the subdivision development approval

process.
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Redding Park Service Areas and Park Deficient Areas





Major Recreation Facility 

Needs Assessment
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Major Recreation Facility

Needs Assessment

Background and Methodology

Ball fields, soccer fields, swimming pools,

gymnasiums, basketball and tennis courts are

popular venues for many athletic leagues and clubs

in Redding. These facilit ies require a large

investment of resources, whether public or private,

and must therefore be carefully planned within the

context of the entire park system. 

The purpose of the needs assessment is to

understand what is required to meet the recreational

and competitive expectations of the community.

This is done by first inventorying what is currently

available, then assessing the user demand on these

facilities, and finally setting facility standards and

goals that will achieve the desired service level for

each type of facility

When these standards are applied to current and

projected population growth, we can see how many

facili ties are needed now and in future years. In

addition, these goals can be allocated so that

facilities are evenly distributed and placed where

they are most needed by residents.

National Recreation and Park Association

(NRPA) Standards and Redding Standards

For thirty-two years, park professionals nationwide

have utilized the recreation facility standards

developed by NRPA , a leading park and recreation

professional association, in the planning,

acquisition, and development of facilities. NRPA’s

most recent policy has been to view their standards

"as a guide that address minimum, not maximum,

goals to be achieved.” (Page 6, Park, Recreation,

and Open Space Guidelines, 1996 NRPA).

With this in mind, revised service goals have been

proposed for seven major recreation facilities:

C Large Baseball / Softball Fields

C Small Baseball / Softball Fields

C Soccer Fields

C Football Fields

C Tennis Courts

C Swimming Pools

C Gymnasiums

These seven sports were considered the most

crucial to the analysis of the park system, in large

part because of their spatial and structural

requirements. Other activities such as basketball,

handball, track, badminton, and archery were not

included in this assessment because they can be

accommodated at locations already included in the

analysis. For example, gyms can house many

different kinds of court sports, and soccer fields

may be shared by several kinds of field sports.  In

the case of golf, it was felt that the private sector

provided adequate service and that public

involvement was not generally warranted.

Information Sources 

Information for this needs assessment was obtained

from a variety of places. The staff at Redding’s

Recreation Division provided data on sport and

class participation, as well as invaluable insight.

Various sport program providers completed

questionnaires and discussed their needs with City

staff and the citizen advisory committee. In

addition, national trends were researched, and the

results from questions posed to residents in both the

2001 Household Survey and the High School

Survey were also incorporated into the assessment. 

Major Facilities Inventory Method

The next table summarizes the existing major

recreation facilities and the current city-wide

service levels for each. The accounting method used

in this inventory was developed by city staff and the

advisory committee to reflect the unique

partnerships which have developed over the years to

deliver recreation services in Redding. 

As in most cities, school sites and other locations

have considerable importance in recreation service

delivery. In recognition of this situation, the

inventory method gives different weight or
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importance to each existing facility depending on

ownership and site control. The more control the

City has on a site, the more it counts in the citywide

inventory of facilities. When the three categories

(described below) are added together for each type

of facility, this total “inventory count” reflects the

blended ownership pattern of available facilities.

C City Sites are facilities owned by the City and

are counted at 100 percent of their actual

number. As an example, one City pool counts as

one pool in the overall inventory of pools.

C Joint-Use Sites are those school sites where the

City has a joint-use agreement (JUA). They are

included in the inventory at 75 percent (0.75) of

their actual number. Since these facilities are

shared with schools, general public access to

them is reduced. An example of a joint use site

is the gym at Parsons Elementary School,

available for public use after-school and in the

months when school is not in session.

C Other Sites are those private or publicly owned

facilities that have no joint-use agreement with

the City, but which are available to the public

(sometimes for a nominal fee) without

membership requirements. These are credited at

25 percent (0.25) in the inventory. They are

included in the inventory because a great deal of

recreation in Redding takes place at these sites,

especially at school sites used by the non-profit

sport leagues (Redding Youth Soccer, Little

League, etc.).

This category also includes facilities found at

the YMCA, Shasta and Simpson Colleges, the

private neighborhood parks, and selected private

fitness centers where use of the facility is not

dependent on membership fees. For example,

our swim clubs offer classes to Redding

residents at pools not owned by the City.
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Needs Assessment - Summary

In the seven assessments that follow, each type of

recreation facility is examined in detail. This

includes a description of all existing locations and

ownership, as well as the demand on the facilities,

and the current service levels (field/court/pool/gym

per population). Recommended goals are then

proposed, which are used to determine the number

needed now, and also in 2010 and in 2020. Finally,

each section contains both a list of recommended

locations for sites, and a list of recommended

actions to achieve those goals, improve service

delivery, and respond to needs expressed by

residents and sports providers. 

In making recommendations and facility goals,

several sources were consulted and compared:

C National Recreation and Park Association

(NRPA) Guidelines

C The Park and Recreation Plan commissioned by

the City in 1991 from Dragoo & Associates

C Research of facilities at six California cities

comparable in size to Redding. (While this latter

data gives a general idea of what other cities

provide, each city counts their facilities in

different ways, and so direct comparisons cannot

be drawn.)

The table below summarizes the service levels and

facility needs for all seven types of facilities. For

example, one soccer field is being recommended for

every 5,000 residents. When this goal is applied to

current and projected population figures, we can see

that we should have 17 inventoried fields now for

our current population. Since the inventory

indicates that there are only 10.25 soccer fields, an

additional 6.75 are currently required to meet the

goal.

By 2010, we will need to add 2 more fields to our

current inventory to maintain the desired service

levels. By 2020, 4 more soccer fields should have

been added, (12.75 added) making a total of 23

soccer fields in Redding. 

Please note that figures in the “Additional Facilities

Required” columns below are not cumulative, but

instead show the projected need at each time period

(2000, 2010, and 2020). These figures are obtained

by subtracting the “Existing Total Facilities”

column from the “Projected Facility Need” column.
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Baseball and Softball Fields

Facility Standards: While many ball fields are

used for both softball and baseball in Redding, for

this assessment they are separated into two

categories: large fields (275' or more field radius),

and small ballfields (200' to 250' radius). 

There are several differences between softball and

baseball fields. Official baseball fields have infields

with grass, while softball fields do not. Other

differences include the distances from home plate to

the pitcher’s mound, baseline dimensions, and

length of outfields.

The following table describes the basic facility

standards for each type of field.

Facility Standards for Baseball and Softball Fields

Size Category Team Usage Field Radius Baseline Dimension Space Requirements

ADULT BASEBALL FIELDS Adult Baseball 320' to 400' + 90' 3.0 to 3.85 acres

LARGE BALL FIELDS Men’s Slow Pitch Softball 275' to 300' 65' 2.0 acres

SMALL BALL FIELDS Women’s Slow Pitch

Softball

250' 65' 1.5 to 2.0 acres

Men’s & Girl’s Fast Pitch 225' 60' 1.5 to 2.0 acres

Little League Baseball 200' 60' 1.2 acres

Current Provision:  There are 40 ball fields

generally available to the public. Ten of these are

large fields and 30 are small fields. Thirteen are

lighted. 

Large Fields. The new Redding Sports Park offers

5 large lighted fields, four for softball and one

combination softball/hardball field. In addition,

there are two large City-owned fields: one at Alta

Mesa Neighborhood Park and the other at Tiger

Field in South City Park. Shasta and Enterprise

High Schools, and Shasta College also have large

fields. 

Small Fields. There are 30 small fields in relatively 

good condition available for team play. Six are

owned by the City at various parks. The remaining

24 small fields (80 percent) are located at schools. 

Joint-Use. Four sites with ball fields have use joint

agreements, including the Kiwanis field (K-4) at

Parsons School, two fields at Enterprise High

School, two at Juniper Academy, and a field at

Simpson College.

Batting cages for softball and baseball practice,

while not counted in the inventory, are provided at

the privately-owned Indoor Fun Center. Additional

batting cages are available at the Sports Park.

The next table identifies the facilities and their

locations. School facilities are counted in the field

inventory at 75 percent of their actual number,

where the City has assisted with funding or has a

joint use agreement. The other school sites with no

City-School agreements are given a 25 percent

credit in the inventory.
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Current Redding Area Baseball / Softball Facility Providers and Locations

Provider Fields Counted* Location Large Fields Small Fields Night Lights

CITY OF REDDING

7 large @ 100% 7.00

6 small @ 100% 6.00

Alta Mesa Neighborhood Park 1 field (275') 1 Lighted

Buckeye Park 1 field (250') 1 Lighted

Caldwell Park K-2 field (200')

K-3 field (250')

2 Lighted

Martin Luther King, Jr. Park 1 field

Redding Sports Park 5 fields 5 Lighted

Softball Park/Fastpitch Park 

(Parkview Ave.)

1 field (250') 1 Lighted

South City Park Tiger Field (425') K-1 field (180') 2 Lighted

JOINT-USE SITES

1 large @ 75%  .75

6 small @ 75% 4.50

Enterprise High School 1 field 1 field

Juniper Academy 2 fields

Parsons Junior High School K-4 field (250')

Manzanita Elementary School 1 field

Simpson College 1 field

OTHER SITES

2 large @ 25% .50

18 small @ 25%  4.50

Alta Mesa School 1 field

Bonny View Elementary School 2 fields

Buckeye Middle School 1 field

Columbia Elementary School 2 fields

Mountain View Middle School 1 field

Pacheco School 1 field

Rother Elementary 4 fields

Sequoia Middle School 2 fields

Shasta College 1 field 1 field

Shasta High School 1 field 1 field 1 Lighted

Turtle Bay School 2 fields

INVENTORY COUNT: 8.25 large

15.00 small

TOTAL BALL FIELDS:  40 10 LARGE 30 SMALL 13 LIGHTED

* NOTE: Facilities provided at school sites under a joint-use agreement with the City are counted in the inventory at 75 percent of their

number. School sites used by non-profit leagues, but not controlled by any agreement with the City, are given 25 percent credit in the

inventory.
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Facility Demand: Baseball and softball are popular

and growing pastimes in Redding. In addition to

City-sponsored programs, several other sports

providers need fields for practice and games.

(Church leagues that use their own facilities were

not included in this assessment.)

C Redding Recreation offers the following

programs:

< Farm League (pee wee, tee ball, and coach

pitch) baseball is played on Enterprise High

School’s field. Average annual

participation (1998-2000) has been 344

youngsters.

< Junior Giants for 8- to 13-year-olds is

played at the City’s K-1 and K-3 fields, as

are fast pitch softball games for girls 9

years through 17 years. Average annual

participation has been 174 kids and is

growing.

< Adult recreational softball is held at various

City fields. Participation for the last three

years has averaged 40 teams, and 42 teams

are now registered with 12 on a waiting list.

C Little League has 5 organizations operating

within the Redding planning area: Foothill,

Shasta Dam Area,  West Redding, East Redding,

and Anderson Little Leagues. In 2000-2001,

participation rates were 1,735 children, aged 5

through 12 years. An analysis of the teams and

their local school enrollment showed that on

average 16 to 18 percent of elementary school

kids participate in Little League. Many games

are played on fields located on school grounds.

A lack of ball fields has been expressed by Little

League officials as an impediment to league

expansion.

C Challenger Division Little League, affiliated

with Shasta Dam Little League, plays out of Alta

Mesa Park. This division provides boys and girls

with disabilities the opportunity to experience

the emotional development and the fun of

playing Little League Baseball. In Challenger

games, "buddies" help their challenged partners

by acting as guides for blind children or pushing

wheelchair-bound children around the base

paths. 

C Redding Youth Baseball (Pony League) offers

play for 8- to 18-year old children.

Approximately 450 kids participate annually

utilizing all the Kiwanis fields: South City

Park’s K-1 field, Caldwell Park’s K-2 and K-3

fields, and Parsons K-4 field, plus Tiger Field.

C Men’s Competitive Slowpitch, with about 30

teams, plays at Alta Mesa field. They have

indicated they will likely move to the new fields

at the Sports  Park.

C Several smaller youth softball organizations also

offer activities.

< Girls Fastpitch had 18 teams in 2000.

< Bobby Sox, a new independent girls softball

group with 6 teams, plays at various fields

in the area.

< The North State Stampede offers fast pitch

softball to youth 12 to 18 years of age. The

team reports that 24 to 30 participants play

at Lassen View Elementary School Gym

and at the Redding fast pitch field (Softball

Park ). Providers list a lack of fields as a

serious issue. 

< NorCal Thunder Youth Softball offers play

to girls 10-18 years of age. Annual

participation is 50-80 children on teams that

play on fields outside of Redding because

they can’t get Redding fields.
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Service Level Comparison:

Redding: 1 : 10,376 (large field) 1 : 5,707(small field) 1 : 3,681 (combined)
Chico: 1 :   8,909 (combined)
Davis: 1 :   4,147 (combined)
Folsom: 1 :   3,573 (combined)
Roseville: 1 :   2,371 (combined)
Vacaville: 1 :   3,545 (combined)
Woodland: 1 :   7,231 (combined)
NRPA: 1 :   5,000 (combined)  1 : 30,000 (lighted)
1991 Plan Recommendation: 1 :   6,700 (large field)  1 : 9,500 (small fields)

Recommended Service Level: 1 :   8,000 (large field) 1 : 3,000 (small fields)

Additional Needed Now: 2.75 Large Fields 14.00 Small Fields

Needs Assessment

Many of the ball fields in Redding’s inventory are

located on school grounds. This has both benefits

and drawbacks for the leagues who play on the

fields. Maintenance costs are a significant issue for

the schools. While the leagues sometimes assist in

the maintenance of these school fields, many are in

poor condition and are not ideal settings for league

play. Some are unirrigated, and are thus not

conducive to summer recreation programming.

Sufficient scheduled practice and play times at both

school and City fields are a concern for the leagues,

and competition for scheduling the same fields is

common. 

With the opening of the Redding Big League

Dreams Sports Park, adult play moved there will

free up some of the existing fields for youth league

play.

Recommended Actions

C Youth Softball and Baseball: Given the

acreage requirements and costs to develop and

maintain ball fields, the City should, to the

greatest extent possible, partner with schools

and non-profit organizations to provide and/or

upgrade youth facilities on school grounds.

C Adult Softball and Baseball: The Sports Park

will be the focus for the majority of adult games.

C  Increase Capacity: Look for opportunities to

provide night lights at ball fields to increase

capacity without building more fields.

C Multi-Purpose Fields: Provide multi-purpose

turf areas at City-owned parks for neighborhood

pick-up games, and league practice fields.

C Field Scheduling:  Pursue efforts to gain greater

coordination and cooperation between the

various sports organizations, schools, and City

to maximize use of existing sports fields and

gyms.

C New Fields and Their Distribution: Use the

following table, which is based on recommended

quadrant-level goals, to guide the number and

location of future facility development: 
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Soccer & Football Fields

Field Sport Facility Standards: Large-area turf

areas can accommodate several different kinds of

field sports. Soccer, football, field hockey, and

rugby can be played on similar fields with the

addition of painted lines and movable goal posts. 

Field Sport Field Width Field Length

Soccer (Full-Size) 225' 360'

Football 160' 360'

Field Hockey 230' 328'

Rugby 180' 300'

Multi-purpose sport fields, which can be used for a

variety of field sports, should be 230' wide by 360'

long. The recommended overall space requirement

is 2.0 to 2.5 acres. 

The needs of the two most popular field sports —

soccer and football —are addressed here in detail.

Current Provision - Soccer: There are 20 soccer

fields generally available to the public at City-

owned and school sites. These include 11 full-size

soccer fields, and 11 smaller fields and multi-use

fields set up for U-12 and younger divisions. Five

of these fields are lighted. The master plan for the

Redding Sports Park includes 4 full-sized, lighted

fields with all-weather, artificial turf. Funding is

being sought for their development.

The table on the next page identifies the facilities

and their locations. Sites where the City has a joint

use agreement are counted at 75 percent of their

number, and all other sites used by non-profit

leagues but with no City involvement are credited

at 25 percent.

Facility Demand - Soccer: Redding Youth Soccer

League (RYSL) conducts practice games upon

fields located at the various elementary and middle

school sites, as well as at park facilities.

Tournaments are generally played upon Caldwell 

Park’s lighted field and at Enterprise Park’s two

unlit fields. Two seasons are offered for youth (5-

19 years) in fall and in spring. Approximately 1,200

children were registered for the 2001-2002 fall

season. Of the 90 teams in the District Playing

League (primarily U-14 and above), 16 were RYSL

teams in that season.

Redding’s Recreation Division also offers soccer

for children from kindergarten to 7th grade during

the fall. Play is at the athletic field at Parsons

School and at Shasta High School. Annual

participation for the last four years has averaged

400 children. In addition, soccer camps are offered

in summer and spring, depending on interest, with

20-30 children attending.

Northern California Adult Soccer League (NCASL)

has 100 participants aged 25 to 50 on 8 teams that

utilize the fields at Shasta College, Caldwell Park,

Parsons School, and Enterprise Park. An issue cited

by the league was a lack of full-sized fields.
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Current Redding Area Soccer Facility Providers and Locations

Provider Fields Counted* Location Full Soccer Fields Small Soccer Fields Night Lights

CITY OF REDDING

3 @ 100% 3.00

Caldwell Park 1 Full Size 1 lighted

Enterprise Park 2 Full Size

JOINT-USE SITES

5 @ 75% 3.75

Shasta High School 2 Full Size 2 lighted

Parsons Middle School 1 Full Size 1 Multi-Use 1 Lighted

Manzanita School 1 U-10

OTHER SCHOOL SITES

15 @ 25% 3.75

Sequoia Middle School 1 Full-size 1 Multi-Use

Bonny View School 1 Multi-Use

Juniper Academy 1 Full Size

Sycamore School 1 Full Size

Enterprise High School 1 Full Size 1 lighted

Mountain View Middle School 2 U-10

Turtle Bay School 1 U-10

Boulder Creek School 1 U-10

Shasta Meadows School 1 U-12

Pacheco School 1 Full Size

Prairie School 2 U-10

INVENTORY COUNT: 10.25 TOTAL SOCCER FIELDS: 11 FULL FIELDS 11 SMALL FIELDS 5 LIGHTED

* NOTE: Facilities provided at school sites under a joint-use agreement with the City are counted in the inventory at 75 percent of their

number. School sites used by non-profit leagues, but not controlled by any agreement with the City, are given 25 percent credit in the

inventory.
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Current Provision - Football: The City at present

provides no dedicated football sites, and has no

joint-use agreements covering football fields.

However, future phases of the Redding Sports Park

will contain sport fields in the soccer complex,

which can be available for some football play,

although no goal posts are planned. In addition, four

well-maintained, dedicated football fields with

lights are available at high school sites. The table

below identifies the football facilities and their

locations.

Facility Demand - Football: Redding Recreation

offers a football passing league for youths in 2nd

through 7th grade in the spring and in the fall. This

two-hand touch football game is played on a 20- by

45-yard field, much smaller than regulation sized

football fields. Play is set up at Caldwell Park’s

soccer field and at Shasta High School’s lower

field. Redding Colts Youth Football and Enterprise

Eagles provide tackle football play for youth 7 to 15

years of age. Participation rates in 2000-2001

averaged 200 kids for each league, for a total of 400

participants. Games are now played at Enterprise

High School, with practice held at Shasta High

School’s Gilmore field, and at Alta Mesa School

and Park. The providers indicate an unmet need for

game fields, not practice fields. Two to three

tournaments are played annually. According to the

two leagues, participation rates are not expected to

grow substantially.

Current Redding Area Football Facility Providers and Locations

Provider Fields Counted * Location Fields Night Lights

OTHER SITES

4 fields @ 25% 1.00

Shasta High School Stadium 2 Lighted

Enterprise High School Stadium 1 Lighted

Shasta Learning Center Field 1 Lighted

INVENTORY COUNT: 1.00 TOTAL FOOTBALL FIELDS: 4 4 LIGHTED

* NOTE: School sites used by non-profit leagues, but not controlled by any agreement with the City, are given 25 percent credit in the

inventory.
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Service Level Comparison:
Soccer Football

Redding: 1 :   8,351 1 : 85,601
Chico: 1 : 10,889 None
Davis: 1 :   4,785 None
Folsom: 1 :   3,573 1 : 57,166
Roseville: 1 :   5,929 None
Vacaville: 1 : 11,078 1 : 44,313
Woodland: 1 : 10,123 None
NRPA: 1 : 10,000 1 : 20,000
1991 Plan Recommendation: 1 :   5,000 1 : 30,000

Recommended Service Level: 1 : 5,000 people 1 : 30,000 people

Additional Needed Now: 6.75 Soccer Fields 2 Football Fields

Needs Assessment

Existing fields are heavily utilized by many sports,

including baseball and softball, and are sometimes

in poor repair due to over-scheduling. The Redding

Sports Park will address some of the need for better

quality fields in the future. It is hoped that this

future soccer complex can become the focus of

organized league play and special events such as

tournaments, exhibition games, and clinics. The

goal would be to share fields with football.

Recommended Actions:

C Soccer Fields: Continue to work toward full

development of the soccer complex at the

Redding Sports Park to provide quality league-

level and tournament fields. Field development

elsewhere should ideally occur in groups of two

or more.

C Football Fields: Accommodate football field

needs wherever possible at community, regional

park sites, and at special purpose sites.

C Multi-Purpose Fields: Incorporate into the

master plans of large neighborhood, community,

and regional parks at least one multi-purpose

field not less than one acre in size, upon which

practice fields can be set out.

C Increase Capacity: Provide night lighting of

fields to increase capacity wherever possible.

C Partnerships: Continue to be negotiate

agreements with school districts for field access

and for the development of additional fields.

C Maintenance Capacity: Build enough fields

into the capacity of the park system so that

scheduled maintenance and refurbishment can

occur without undue impact on service delivery.

C Field Scheduling:  Pursue efforts to gain greater

coordination and cooperation between the

various sports organizations, schools, and City

to maximize use of existing sports fields and

gyms.

C New Fields and Their Distribution: Use the

following table, which is based on recommended

quadrant-level goals, to guide the number and

location of future soccer and football facility

development:
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Tennis Courts

Facility Standards: Regulation courts are 36' wide

by 78' long, with 12' clearance of both ends. Fences

around the courts are 10' high. The entire fenced

area for a single court is 60' by 120' (minimum

7,200 square feet). They are best located in groups

of two to four courts, with their long axis oriented

north-south. Recommended space requirements are

0.33 acres for a double court. 

Current Provision: Generally available to the

public are 33 tennis courts. The City provides 8

courts, and has joint-use agreements at the Sequoia

Middle School and Enterprise High School courts.

The remaining school sites can be used only by

completing a use permit from the schools. 

The private tennis courts provided at planned

developments (The Bluffs, etc.) are included

because the City participated in an indirect way in

their provision. For a more complete explanation of

this process, see page 18. The table below identifies

tennis courts and their locations.

Current Redding Area Tennis Court Providers and Locations

Provider Courts Counted* Location Courts Night Lights

CITY OF REDDING

8 @ 100% 8.00

Alta Mesa Park 2

Buckeye Park 2

South City Park 4 Lighted

JOINT-USE SITES

10 @ 75% 7.50

Sequoia Middle School 6 Lighted

Enterprise High School 4

OTHER SITES

15 @ 25% 3.75

Shasta High School 4 Lighted

Shasta College 6 Lighted

Four Private Residential Developments: The Bluffs (1), Meadow Wood

Estates (1), Shasta Pines (1), The Knolls (2) 5

INVENTORY COUNT: 19.25 TOTAL TENNIS COURTS: 33 20 LIGHTED

* NOTE: Facilities provided at school sites under a joint-use agreement with the City are counted in inventory at 75 percent of their

number. School sites used by non-profit leagues, but not controlled by any agreement with the City, and private developments are given

25 percent credit in the inventory.
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Service Level Comparison:

Redding: 1 :   4,447
Chico: 1 : 24,500
Davis: 1 :   2,392
Folsom: 1 :   3,811
Roseville: 1 :   6,917
Vacaville: 1 :   4,924
Woodland: None
NRPA: 1 :   2,000
1991 Plan Recommendation: 1 :   1,875 

Recommended Service Level: 1 :   3,800
people

Minimum Needed Now: 3.75 tennis
courts

Facility Demand: Redding Recreation conducts

Junior Team Tennis for children 8 to 17 years old

each summer for all levels of play. Play is held at

South City Park’s courts downtown, and at the

private Sun Oaks Tennis Center on the east side of

town. Participation annually is approximately 48

children. The Redding Women’s Tennis League has

approximately 30 participants that utilize the South

City tennis courts. Most tennis providers also do

summer camps for kids and instruction for adults.

Household Survey respondents ranked tennis courts

last in spending priority. However, teens held a

different view, ranking them 9th in spending priority

in the High School Survey. In that same survey,

tennis courts ranked ninth also in “facilities needed

by youth.” In the rankings for “most desired teen

activities”, tennis was comparable to swimming,

softball and baseball.

Needs Assessment

Tennis, like most sports, experiences swings in its

popularity, and currently it is not as popular as it

has been in past years. According to recent surveys,

it is favored by teens, and so provision of tennis in

conjunction with school sites appears to be a good

investment.

Recommended Actions

C Increase Capacity: Provide night lighting at all

City-owned tennis courts whenever possible.

Given Redding’s hot summer days, night

lighting will increase the capacity of existing

courts and perhaps increase participation levels.

C Deferred Maintenance: Address deferred

maintenance at existing City-owned courts by

increasing funding.

C Partnerships: Continue to look for

opportunities to develop tennis courts at or near

school sites via joint use agreements with

educational entities.

C Related Amenities: Include hitting walls for

skills development and practice where feasible

in neighborhood and community parks.

C New Tennis Courts and Their Distribution:

Construct public tennis facilities and future joint

use agreements (in two-court sets, minimum) in

each quadrant of the City. Use the following

table, which is based on recommended quadrant-

level goals, to guide the number and location of

future tennis facility development:
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Redding Aquatic Center

Swimming Pools

Facility Standards: Swimming pools vary

according to purpose:

C Recreation pools include wading pools for small

children; shallow pools with lanes for

instruction and fitness swimming; and free-form

pools with slides, water features and other

attractions. Any of these components may be

combined into a pool or grouped into a complex.

In this assessment, aquatic play areas, such as

Fantasy Fountain, are counted as playgrounds.

C Competitive racing pools are 25 yards or 50

meters (Olympic) in length, with 8 feet wide

lanes. Competitive diving requires deep water

pools. Recommended space requirements vary

with the configuration, but generally 1 to 2 acres

are needed. 

Typically, pools are located in community or

regional parks, or on school sites. Service areas are

usually measured in travel time, with 15 to 30

minutes considered normal.

Current Provision: Generally available to the

public are 16 pools. The table below identifies the

facilities and their locations. These include 10

competitive racing, diving, or lap pools, and 6

recreation pools. In addition to the two pools at the

Redding Aquatic Center, the City has a joint-use

agreement for the Enterprise High School Pool.

Joint-use locations are counted at 75 percent of

their actual number in the inventory. 

The private pools provided at planned

developments (Shasta Hills Estates, etc.) are

included in the inventory at 25 percent because the

City participated indirectly in their provision.  For a

more complete explanation of  this process, see page

18.The table below identifies tennis courts and their

locations.

Also included in the inventory are private providers

that offer swim classes or aquatic programming to

the public without membership requirements, and

facilities used by the local swim teams. Since these

private facilities do offset some of the City’s

recreation needs, they are counted at 25 percent of

their actual number. 

Facility Demand: Redding Recreation offers an

extensive aquatic program, making use of facilities

at the Redding Aquatic Center and at Enterprise

High School’s pool. 

Shasta College has a diving pool in addition to its

racing pool, and has swim teams for men and

women. Other providers of instruction include the

YMCA and the three non-profit swim clubs. 

The Redding Swim Team (Ducks) has

approximately 400 participants ranging in age from

4 to 90 years old. Redding Aquatics (Redding

Racers), is a more youth oriented organization with

75 to 100 year-round participants, and 200 in the

summer. Both teams utilize all competitive pools

located in Redding, including the Enterprise High

School pool,  the Shasta College pool, Shasta High

School’s facility, the Redding Aquatic Center at

Caldwell Park, and private locations. A new team

called S.O.A.R. (Sun Oaks Aquatics at Redding),

utilizes the recently constructed indoor competitive

pool at Sun Oaks Tennis and Fitness Center. More

than 50 kids and 10 adults participate.
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Service Level Comparison

Redding: 1 : 14,267
Chico: 1 : 32,667
Davis: 1 :   5,655
Folsom: 1 : 19,055
Roseville: 1 : 20,751
Vacaville: 1 : 29,542
Woodland: 1 : 25,307
NRPA: 1 : 20,000
1991 Plan (indoor only): 1:  66,000 

Recommended Service Level: 1 : 14,500 people

Additional Needed Now: None

Current Redding Area Swimming Pool Providers and Locations

Provider Pools Counted Location Pools Type

CITY OF REDDING

2 @ 100% 2.00

Caldwell Park - Redding Aquatic Center 2 50 m x 25 yd outdoor competitive pool

76 ft x 136 ft instructional/ recreation pool

JOINT-USE SITES

1 @ 75% .75

Enterprise High School 1 25 m x 25 yd outdoor competitive pool

OTHER SITES: SCHOOLS

3 @ 25% .75

Shasta College 2 82 ft x 25 yd outdoor lap pool

52 ft x 25 yd outdoor diving pool

Shasta High School 1 52 ft x 25 yd outdoor competitive pool

OTHER SITES: PRIVATE

PROVIDERS

4 @ 25% 1.00

YMCA 2 40 ft x 50 ft indoor instructional pool

45 ft x 25 yd outdoor competitive pool

Sun Oaks Tennis & Fitness Center 2 60 ft x 25 yd indoor competitive pool

outdoor recreation pool

OTHER SITES: PRIVATE

DEVELOPMENTS

6 @ 25% 1.50

Shasta Hills Estates, Paris Park, The Knolls,

Tanglewood Village, The Bluffs, and The

Vineyards 6

recreation pools of varying sizes

INVENTORY COUNTED: 6.00 TOTAL SWIMMING POOLS:                          16

* NOTE: Facilities provided at school sites under a joint-use agreement with the City are counted in inventory at 75 percent of their

number. School sites used by non-profit leagues, but not controlled by any agreement with the City, and private developments are given

25 percent credit in the inventory.

Needs Assessment

With the opening of the Redding Aquatic Center in

2003, the City is in the fortunate position of having

one of the few state-of-the-art competitive pools in

northern California. 

This multi-purpose facility offers both

instructional, recreational, and competitive pool

space, and provides a broad range of activities to

many age groups. 
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Recommended Actions

C Indoor Swimming Pool: Because Redding’s

winters are cool and wet, indoor pools that can

accommodate competitive and recreational uses

year-round should be considered on the east side

of Redding prior to 2020. Partnership

opportunities should be sought with other

providers of aquatic recreation services, possibly

in conjunction with a multi-purpose community

recreation center.

C Partnerships: Maintain current joint-use

agreements with schools to provide recreation

swim times, instructional swim lessons, and

other aquatic programs at dispersed locations

convenient to residents in all parts of  the city.

Improve amenities at school sites to attract

larger participation, including concessions and

shade structures.

C Private Facility Development: Continue to

encourage the provision of private recreation

amenities such as swimming pools at private

residential developments and condominiums, per

General Plan Policy R5C.

C New Pools and Their Distribution: Distribute

swimming pools and other aquatic facilities

throughout all quadrants of the city. Use the

following table, which is based on recommended

quadrant-level goals, to guide the number and

location of future aquatic facility development:
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Gymnasiums

Facility Standards: Gymnasiums, or multi-purpose

recreation courts, accommodate a variety of

activities and sports, including regulation

basketball, volleyball, tennis, and other indoor court

play. Recommended space requirements are 9,840

square feet (0.23 acres) in size.

Current Provision: The City has converted the

former Art and History Museum building into a

multi-purpose space used for large indoor

gatherings, classes and camps. Also available at the

Redding Sports Park is a multi-purpose pavilion

where indoor sports can be played. The remaining

gym inventory is located at school sites, several of

which were partly funded with City assistance.

Public access to these gyms is dependent on shared

use agreements with the schools.

Available to the public are 14 gymnasiums of

various sizes. The table below identifies the

facilities and their locations. The only private

provider included is the YMCA because so many

local organizations use its facility free of charge.

School gyms, where the City has a joint-use

agreement, are included at 50 percent of their actual

number. The weighting factor used for inventorying

joint-use gyms is lower than that used for the other

recreational facilities (50 versus 75 percent). This is

because the high demand for gyms during the

school year makes them less available than other

types of shared facilities to other entities, including

the City.

Current Redding Area Gymnasium Locations

Provider Gyms Counted Location Gyms

CITY OF REDDING   2

2 @ 100%

Redding Sports Park Multi-Purpose Pavilion 1

Caldwell Recreation Center 1

JOINT-USE SITES 5

10 @ 50%

Shasta High School 1

Shasta Learning Center 2

Enterprise High School 2

Sequoia Middle School 2

Juniper Academy 1

Turtle Bay School 1

Parsons School 1

OTHER SITES: PRIVATE .50

 PROVIDERS 2 @ 25%

YMCA 2

INVENTORY COUNT: 7.50 TOTAL GYMNASIUMS: 14
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Service Level Comparison

Redding: 1 : 11,413
Chico: 1 : 24,500
Davis: 1 : 15,550
Folsom: None
Roseville: 1 :   6,917
Vacaville: 1 :   8,056
Woodland: None
NRPA: 1 : 10,000
1991 Recommendation: 1 : 13,000

Recommended Service Level: 1 : 10,000 people

Additional Needed Now: 1.50 Gymnasiums

Facility Demand: The City’s Recreation Division

primarily uses Parsons School gym for its varied

youth and adult gym programs. Some classes are

also held at Sequoia and the Shasta Learning

Center.

Adult Volleyball is offered by Redding Recreation

in spring, summer and fall at Parsons Gym, with

participation ranging from 6 to 12 teams each

season. Coed recreational 6-on-6 volleyball is

played there for A, B and C Division levels. Skill-

building classes are offered at Parsons and Sequoia

gyms.

Basketball for youth and adults also takes place at

Parsons. A 3-on-3 adult basketball league is offered

there, as is a specialty camp for basketball and

instructional open gym for girls and boys grades 1st

through 8th for skills development. Youth basketball

from 1st grade through high school is played at

Parsons and Enterprise High School gyms, and at

Sequoia’s multi-purpose room. Participation in

2000 was 652, ranging from 22 to 135 boys or girls

in each grade division. Other recreation activities

provided at gyms include special game clinics such

as jump-rope class.

Needs Assessment

The comparatively large inventory of gymnasiums

is the result of many successful partnerships with

various school districts to jointly fund and use gym

space. Two Redding School District gyms,

available to the City through joint-use agreements

and counted in the inventory, became available in

2002. According to the Recreation Division, this

helped satisfy some programming needs, but

doesn’t address expanded programs or future needs.

Walk-in basketball and volleyball are not well

accommodated now. Nationally, there is an

increased demand for indoor soccer and volleyball.

Recommended Actions

C Partnerships: Continue to negotiate mutually

satisfactory joint-use agreements with the

various school entities to provide dispersed gym-

centered recreation opportunities in various parts

of the city.

C Field Scheduling: Pursue efforts to gain greater

coordination and cooperation between the

various sports organizations, schools, and City

to maximize use of existing sports fields and

gyms.

C New Facilities and Their Distribution: At a

minimum, provide a gymnasium within a City-

owned, multi-purpose recreational center in each

quadrant of the City. Use the following table,

which is based on recommended quadrant-level

goals, to guide the number and location of future

gymnasium facility development:
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Recommended Park

Goals, Policies, and Standards
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Park Strategy 

Goals, Policies, & Standards

Recap

The first step in creating a Park Strategy for

Redding was to determine the state of our current

park system. To that end, detailed inventories of all

sites were updated, which allowed us to clearly see

where we stand today.

We then examined local and national trends, and

solicited information on the issues and concerns of

Redding residents and sports providers in surveys

and questionnaires created especially for this

document. Public input has proven to be a powerful

sounding board for the many ideas and concepts

proposed for addressing the existing situation.

Next, to understand what would be required to

address areas of concerns and to achieve the goals

of the General Plan, the inventories and data were

analyzed using current and projected population

growth. Maps of site distribution provided crucial

spatial as well as quantitative planning information.

Finally, major recreational facility needs were

assessed to determine the demand for athletic fields,

gyms, pools, and tennis courts, now and through

2020.

With the data gathering and analyses complete, the

following goals and policies are recommended.

They will make it possible for Redding to

implement the vision of a comprehensive and

coordinated park and recreation system first

articulated in the General Plan, and to achieve the

goal of providing 10 acres of developed parkland

per thousand people.

Note: Text with brackets refers to relevant goals

and policies in the various General Plan Elements,

or sections. These include: Natural Resources

[NR], Community Development and Design

[CDD], Recreation [R], Public Facilities [PF], and

Air Quality [AQ] Elements. 

For example, [R4] refers to Goal 4 in the

Recreation Element. A full list of the General Plan

goals and policies, arranged by Element, can be

found in abridged form in the Appendix.
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Goal PK1
Plan park locations  to ensure that all City

residents have reasonable access to these

community facilities, while providing

adequate parklands for citizens throughout

the city. [R4]

Park Locations

Policies to achieve this goal include:

PK1A Parkland Acres / Population Ratio. Provide

land and develop parks at a ratio of 10 acres

of improved parkland per 1,000 residents.

[R4A]

PK1B Park Service Areas. Strive to locate a

developed park within walking distance of

residents as follows: [CDD10]

C Single-family residential neighborhoods

(2 to 8 housing units per acre) should be

served by a developed park located

within approximately ½-mile.

C High density residential neighborhoods

(9 housing units per acre and more)

should be served by a developed park

located within approximately a-mile.

C Residents in outlying, less densely

developed parts of the City should have

convenient access to parks, but may

likely be outside the proposed ½-mile

radius park service area standard.

PK1C Neighborhood Park Size. Wherever

feasible, new neighborhood parks should

have a useable area of not less than 5 acres.

Where land dedications associated with

residential development are not sufficient to

meet this standard, purchase additional

property to attain this standard. [R4]

Where it is not feasible to establish a 5-acre

park, particularly in “infill” areas where

there is little undeveloped property, smaller

parks are appropriate, provided they can be

designed to accommodate a variety of uses.

PK1D Land Dedications. Continue to require

developers of residential property to

contribute park sites or pay in-lieu fees at

the maximum rate allowed by State law.

[R4J] [R5B]

PK1E Regional Parks. Develop at least one

regional/community park in each quadrant

of the City. [R4C]

PK1F Future Park Locations. Acquire large

neighborhood and community park sites

well in advance of their actual need. [R4E]

Utilize the park site locations on maps

within this Plan and summarized in the

table below to guide future park locations.

[R4G] [R4J] [R4L]

Existing and Proposed Park Sites, Present to 2020, by Park Planning Quadrants

Planning

Quadrant

83 EXISTING PARK SITES  26 PROPOSED SITES 
NET

TOTAL

CITY SITES  JOINT-USE SITES
PRIVATE 

PARKS
New City

Acquisition

New

Joint-

Use

Surplus/

Remove

Existing

and

ProposedDeveloped Undevel. Developed Undevel.

Northeast 6 5 1 2 3 6 -- -1 22

Northwest 9 3 1 -- -- 6 1 -2 18

Southeast 8 4 2 1 2 3 1 0 21

Southwest 23 4 4 -- 5 7 2 0 45

CITY-WIDE 46 16 8 3 10 22 4 -3 106
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Goal PK2
Consider the needs of under-served

neighborhoods in developing a parkland

acquisition and development strategy.       

[R4] [R6]

Goal PK3
Provide a full range of recreation facilities

respo nsive to  the ne eds o f residen ts in all

parts of the city.

[R4]

Park Development Priorities

Policies to implement this goal include:

PK2A Project Priority. Give the highest priority

for parkland acquisition and development to

the following:

• Projects in quadrants with the lowest

level-of-service ratios (acres per 1,000

persons)

• Park-deficient areas where there are no

parks available within ½-mile of existing

residential neighborhoods

• Areas lacking access to major

recreational facilities such as sports

fields, gymnasiums, tennis courts,

swimming pools, and playgrounds

• Densely populated residential areas that

typically have homes lacking private

outdoor play spaces

• Undeveloped park sites, or existing ones

which have sub-standard amenities

Major Recreation Facilities

Policies to implement this goal include:

PK3A Major Recreation Facilities. Utilize the

needs assessment and recommendations

contained in this Plan, and summarized in

the table below,  to determine and prioritize

the types and number of major recreation

facilities.

PK3B Facility Coordination. Pursue efforts to

gain greater coordination and cooperation

between the various sports organizations,

schools, and City to maximize use of

existing sports fields and gyms.
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Goal PK4
The Sa cramen to River an d its majo r tributary

streams will continue to be the focus and the

organizing principle of the park, trail, and

open space system. [R1] [R2]

Goal PK5
Ensure  that spec ial purpos e facilities are

considered in park acquisition and

development plans.

Sacramento River

Policies to implement this goal include:

PK4A Sacramento River Planning. Prepare a

comprehensive Regional River Parkway

Plan for areas along the Sacramento River

between Shasta Dam and the City of

Anderson [R1A]

PK4B River Recreation. Continue to

accommodate all types of outdoor

recreation related to the River, including

fishing, boating, hiking, and swimming.

[R1D] [CDD4]

C Seek grant funds from appropriate

federal and state agencies to upgrade

existing boat ramps, public access

points, and related trails and trailheads.

C Consider the development of public

swimming access on the River near Park

Marina Drive.

Special Purpose Facilities

Policies to implement this goal include:

PK5A Seniors. Consider the needs and interests of

seniors at recreation sites located in each of

the city's four planning quadrants.

PK5B Dog Parks. Consider the development of

fenced dog parks in each of the City's

quadrants.

PK5C Special Sports. Consider special games and

sports, such as bocce ball, and disc (frisbee)

golf, at Community Park sites of 15-plus

acres, and at other appropriate sites.

PK5D Skating Facilities. Build skate parks and/or

roller sport facilities at each Regional Park.

PK5E BMX. Investigate the possibility of creating

a BMX (Bicycle Motocross) and/or

Mountain Bike Circuit within a Regional

Park or Special Purpose Facility.
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Goal PK6
Seek opportunities to leverage funding,

facilities, and other efforts with schools, land

developers, community groups, governmental

agencies, and others. [R4J] [R8]

Partnerships

Policies to implement this goal include:

PK6A School Partnerships. Continue to enter into

joint-use agreements with educational

entities to utilize or enhance existing school

recreation facilities . [R4I, R10D]

C Standardize the formats for future joint-

use agreements regarding term,

development and maintenance

responsibilities, cost sharing, and

scheduling.

C Construct new parks with new schools

as they are built to accommodate the

increased recreation needs of the

population. [R4H]

C Consider the traffic, parking, litter, and

noise impacts generated by recreational

areas developed on school sites when

developing joint-use agreements. [R9]

PK6B Development Agreements. Provide a partial

credit toward in-lieu fees, parkland

dedication requirements, and/or park

development fees for the construction of:

C Private recreational facilities, improved

open spaces, or parks, per the standards

described herein;

C Recreation amenities constructed within

existing public park facilities; and/or

C Private development of public parks

[R5C]

PK6C Co-location Opportunities. Explore the

feasibility, wherever possible, to locate

parks within storm water detention facilities

where sufficient active park space can be

accommodated. [R4K] [CDD6C]

PK6D Citizen Involvement. Include the

participation and ideas of city residents in

all aspects of park-making. [R4J]

Encourage the formation of a park

advocacy group that will provide an easily

identified way for citizens to make an

active contribution to their city’s parks.

[CDD 12B] [R10C]
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Goal PK7
Encourage the integration of art into the

architecture of municipal structures, facilities,

parks, open space, and other public areas.

[CDD20]

Goal PK8
Periodically, but not less than five-year

intervals, perform a comprehensive review of

this Plan, and update as necessary to reflect

changing conditions related to park and

recreation uses. [R6A]

Public Art 

Policies to implement this goal include:

PK7A Art in Parks. Work with art organizations,

artists, specialized design and craft

professionals, and other groups to bring

creative art work, in a variety of media, to

park and recreational facilit ies. [CDD14B]

[CDD20A]

On-Going Planning

Policies to implement this goal include:

PK8A Inventories. Update the inventory of sites

and facilities on an on-going basis.

PK8B User Surveys. Perform user surveys on a

regular basis to learn of specific interests

and concerns at targeted locations.

PK8C Parkland Value. Revise the parkland

valuation factor for calculating in-lieu fees

annually so that all parties receive fair

compensation. [R5D]

PK8D Park Development Impact Fees. Revise the

park development impact fees regularly to

reflect park development costs. [R10A]



Redding Parks, Trails, and Open Space Master Plan - 2004 Park Strategy - 77

Goal PK9
Accept on ly parkland that is con sistent with

the City’s site, locational, and development

requiremen ts. [R4D]

Undeveloped Park Sites

Policies that implement this goal include:

PK9A Substandard Sites. Expedite the

disposition of existing undesirable or

substandard park sites.

PK9B Site Disposition Actions. Proceed with the

actions described on the next page in

addressing undeveloped park sites. These

actions are summarized in the next table,

and discussed in detail in the section

entitled, “Undeveloped Park Sites,”

located in the Appendix. 

C Develop. Sixteen undeveloped sites

have been recommended for future

park development. While not all are

ideal park sites, they still possess

sufficient potential for serving the

recreational needs of nearby

neighborhoods to warrant their

retention and development as

neighborhood parks.

C Remove. Three of the undeveloped sites

are being recommended for removal

from the park inventory for a variety of

reasons. The proceeds from the sale or

trade of these sites will provide for

greater park acreage for residents

and/or superior recreational amenities.

C Reclassify. Four other sites should be

re-classified in the city inventory from

parkland to open space and managed as

such. 

PK9C Site Replacement. Funds received from the

sale of park property shall be directed to

park acquisition or improvements that will

serve substantially the same service

population.
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 Undeveloped Park Sites - Summary of Recommendations 

DEVELOP 16 SITES ACRES QUAD PROPOSED SITE DEVELOPMENT OR FUTURE USE

Blossom Site 5.90 NE Future Gateway School District school-park site

Buenaventura Fields 15.00 SW Athletic field to create west Redding youth sport field complex

Churn Creek Property 17.13 SE Ten-acre large neighborhood park with Churn Creek Trailhead

Churn Creek Heights Site 1.00 SE Buffer or passive recreation area for adjacent proposed East Oak Park

Copper Creek Site 3.27 SE Could be traded for alternate Pacheco School District school-park site

Meadow Creek Site 1.87 SW To be determined by neighborhood

Mountain View School-Park 6.00 NE Athletic fields complementing adjacent Middle School to create east

Redding youth sport field complex

River Ridge Terrace Site 2.04 NW Future park development

River Park Highlands Unit 3 1.89 NW Small Neighborhood Park with play equipment, multi-purpose court

Rosetree Site 2.00 NE Small Neighborhood Park with multipurpose field & basketball court

Stillwater Plant Site 80.00 SE Future park development along Sacramento River

Summerfield Meadows Site 3.34 SW Combine with existing Creekside Small Neighborhood Park

Twin View Site 40.49 NE Possible Community Park with multiple athletic fields

Vista Ridge Site 0.92 NE Small Neighborhoo d Park with playground an d ½ court basketb all

Waverly Site .75 SW To be determined by neighborhood

Whistling Site 1.57 NE Small Neighborhoo d Park with trail acces s to Churn Creek Tr ail

DEVELOP TOTAL ACRES 183.17

REMOVE 3 SITES ACRES QUAD PROPOSED UPGRADE

Bedrock Site 0.43 NW Use proceeds of sale to improve parks in Northwest Quadrant

Hacienda Heights Site 0.38 NE Acquire and/or develop a larger more suitable park site nearby

Tourmaline Site 0.51 NW Use proceeds of sale to improve parks in Northwest Quadrant

REMOVE TOTAL ACRES 1.32

RECLASSIFY 4 SITES ACRES QUAD RECOMMENDED ACTION

Kapusta Property 99.70 SW Plan and manage as  open space with recr eational trails

River Park Highlands Unit 5 1.21 SW Plan and manage as open space and trailhead

Sulphur Creek Site 31.10 NW Plan and manage as  open space with recr eational trails

Wilson Avenue Site 6.77 SE Plan and manage as  open space & trailhead for C hurn Creek Trail

RECLASSIFY TOTAL ACRES 138.78
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Goal PK10
Design, plan, and  construct park sites to

provide maximum recreational opportunities

for all segments of Redding’s population.  

[R4] [R9 ] [R13] 

Park Standards

Policies to achieve this goal include:

PK10A Revised Standards. Develop future parks

consistent with the standards established

by this Plan and detailed on pages 80-87.

[R2B] [R3] [R4D] [R5A]

C Upgrade existing parks to these

standards as resources become

available.

C Revise Redding ordinances and codes

as needed to reflect these changes.

PK10B Adjacent Uses. Minimize the impacts of

recreational facilities on adjacent

residential development. [R9]

PK10C Neighborhood-Serving Parks. The basic

unit of the park system is the Large

Neighborhood Park with a minimum size

of 5 acres.

Provide amenities appropriate to

Neighborhood Parks at Community Parks

and Regional Parks, so that they may be

used as such by residents living within

their ½-mile service area.

PK10D Maintenance. The maintenance of new

facilities should be coordinated with their

development.
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Small Neighborhood Park Standards

Use and 

Definition

Typical Site

Characteristics

Typical

Amenities 

< Informal recreation areas that
take advantage of unique
opportunities, or serve a
specifically local recreation
need

< Provides visual and aesthetic
landscape relief in urbanized
settings

< Included in Level-of-Service
acreage calculation

< Mini-Parks or Pocket Parks: 

Existing mini-park sites or
pocket park sites that are less
than one acre in size will be
developed only where a public-
private partnership can be
established between the City
and others to assist in park
development and/or
maintenance.

New mini-park sites or pocket
park sites (acquired after the
adoption of the Master Plan)
that are less than one acre in
size will be permitted only when
developed or improved with
private funds, and accompanied
by a landscape maintenance
benefit district, home owners
association agreement, or other
maintenance fund, except in
delineated Neighborhood
Revitalization Areas.

< Small Neighborhood Parks: In

the future, small neighborhood
parks will be permitted only
when there are no other park
site options due to topography,
existing development patterns,
or other constraints.

< Size: 0.25 acres to 5 acres

< Service Area: Less than ½-mile radius

< Location: Future locations should be within

high-density residential
neighborhoods or special
population housing
developments

< Access: Easily accessed from
surrounding area; connected to
pedestrian routes, greenways,
and trail system

< Parcel Shape: Varied, but a regular shape is
usually desirable

< Landscape: Ornamental plants, irrigated turf,
shade trees, enhanced sitting
areas

< Maintenance: Performed by homeowners
association, garden club, or City
Parks Division

< Activities: Playground activities, sitting,

walking and jogging, non-
organized play, picnicking,
people-watching, basketball,
tricycle and bike riding 

< tot lot (1-5 yrs.)

< play lot (6-12 yrs.)

< paved area for
unstructured court play
and/or full basketball
court

< open play turf areas

< walking paths

< picnic tables

< sitting benches

< signage

< shade trees or shade
structures

< bike rack

< appropriate and
accessible site
furnishings, including
trash receptacles,
benches, drinking
fountains

OPTIONAL

< community garden area

< water play area

< volleyball court
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Large Neighborhood Park Standards

Use and 

Definition

Typical Site

Characteristics

Typical

Amenities 

< Large Neighborhood Parks
are the basic unit of the park
system

< Overall park system goal is to
provide each resident with
convenient access to the
typical amenities found at this
type of park

< Serves as recreational and
sometimes the social focus of
a neighborhood or area within
a 10-minute walking distance

< Achieves balance within the
overall park system by
providing informal,
unstructured recreation
opportunities close to home

< Accommodates a wide variety
of age and user groups living
in the service area, including
children, teens, adults, elders,
and those with physical
disabilities

< Should take advantage of
natural on-site features to help
create an appealing and
unique amenity to the
residential area in which it is
located

< Neighborhood input should be
sought in determining the
specific development or
rehabilitation plan at each site

< Included in Level-of-Service
acreage calculation

< Size: 5 acres to 15 acres

< Service Area: ½- mile radius

< Access: Smaller parks sited within

residential subdivisions or
neighborhoods; larger sites best
located on collector or arterial
streets; accessible from
throughout its service area by
way of interconnecting trails,
sidewalks, or low volume streets;
ideal service area is
uninterrupted by non-residential
roads and other major physical
barriers

< Parcel Shape: Should have regular shape with

sufficient level terrain to
accommodate various types of
sports activities

< Landscape: Ornamental plants; shade trees;

irrigated turf; multi-seasonal
shrub borders that include both
evergreen and flowering species;
may contain natural features for
environmental education, such
as streams, ponds, wetlands or
unique vegetation

< Maintenance: City Parks Division, with
assistance from garden clubs or
local residents

< Activities: Playground activities, sitting,
walking and jogging, picnicking,
field sports, basketball, tennis,
volleyball, roller sports, tricycle
and bike riding, water play,
gardening, special games such
as bocce, horseshoes, or disc
golf, unorganized casual play

STANDARD

< tot lot (1-5 yrs.)

< play lot (6-12 yrs.)

< walking paths

< open play turf areas, or
on larger sites a multi-
purpose sport field (200'
x 200' minimum size)

< full court basketball /
multi-purpose court

< bike rack

< shaded picnic areas

< signage / information
kiosk

< appropriate and
accessible site
furnishings, including
trash receptacles,
benches, drinking
fountains

< on-street parking
contiguous to site

< off-street parking at sites
attracting significant
numbers of visitors from
beyond immediate
environs 

< security lighting only on
major paths

OPTIONAL

< barbeque facilities

< tennis or volleyball
courts

< special game areas

< water play area

< backstops

< community garden area

< restroom facilities for
parks 10+ acres in size,
or where practice fields
and/or group picnic
areas are provided

< public art
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School-Parks and Joint-Use Facility Standards

Use and 

Definition

Typical Site

Characteristics

Typical

Amenities 

< Combines the resources of
two public entities to allow for
expanded recreational,
educational, and social
opportunities in a cost-
effective manner

< Can bridge the gap for
necessary neighborhood
parks in areas where no
parkland is available

< Built adjacent to, but ideally
separate from, the School
District facility

< Athletic field development
should be oriented toward
youth rather than adult sport
activities

< Facility development, after-
school use, and maintenance
arrangements are formalized
in a joint-use agreement
between School Districts and
City

< School-owned recreation
facilities are included in Level-
of-Service acreage calculation
only if a joint-use agreement
has been established

< Size: 10 acres to 30 acres

< Service Area:   up to ½-mile radius

< Location: Uninterrupted by non-residential

roads and other physical barriers

< Access: On arterial or collector street;

provide two major street
frontages if possible; provide
connections to pedestrian and
bicycle routes

< Parcel Shape: Should have regular shape with

sufficient level terrain to
accommodate organized
scheduled, and casual
unstructured sports activities

< Landscape: Shade trees; irrigated turf grass,

ornamental shrub borders with
multi-season interest including
evergreen and flowering species;
may contain natural features for
environmental education, such
as streams, ponds, wetlands or
unique vegetation

< Maintenance: Responsibilities of all parties
should be clearly stipulated in
joint-use agreements

< Activities: Playground activities, non-
organized casual play basketball,
field sports, track and field
sports, tennis, volleyball, roller
sports, swimming, biking; sitting,
walking and jogging, picnicking

AS APPROPRIATE TO
INDIVIDUAL SITE

< tot lot (1-5 yrs.)

< play lot (6-12 yrs.)

< walking paths

< multi-purpose sports
field (minimum size 1.5
acres)

< multi-purpose paved
area for court games

< full- and half-court
basketball courts

< tennis courts

< volleyball courts

< baseball/softball fields

< soccer fields

< gymnasium

< swimming pools

< bike racks

< restroom building with
information kiosk

< shaded picnic areas

< community garden areas

< security lighting

< on-site parking may be
needed depending on
specific activities if
school lot is not
available

< appropriate and
accessible site
furnishings, including
trash receptacles,
benches, drinking
fountains

< signage
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Community Park Standards

Use and 

Definition

Typical Site

Characteristics

Typical

Amenities 

< Larger park type that serves
broader purposes than
neighborhood parks

< Allows for group activities that
are neither desirable nor
feasible in smaller
neighborhood parks, including
tournament play ball fields,
field houses, and recreation or
community centers

< Serves a substantial portion of
the indoor and outdoor
recreation needs of City’s
population

< While emphasis is primarily on
organized, scheduled
activities for youth and adult,
should also provide for
informal, unstructured
recreation as well

< Often preserves unique
landscapes

< Community input should be
sought in determining specific
development or rehabilitation
program of each park site

< Included in Level-of-Service
acreage calculation

< Size: 15 acres to 50 acres

< Service Area: 2-mile radius

< Location: Optimally located to serve

multiple neighborhoods

< Access: On arterial or collector street;

accessible from throughout its
service area by way of
interconnecting trails, sidewalks,
and low volume streets

< Parcel Shape: Should have regular shape with

sufficient level terrain to
accommodate organized
scheduled, and casual
unstructured sports activities

< Landscape: Shade trees; irrigated turf grass,

ornamental shrub borders with
multi-season interest including
evergreen and flowering species;
may contain natural areas for
environmental education, such
as streams, ponds, wetlands, or
unique vegetation

< Maintenance: City Parks Division, with
assistance from garden clubs or
local residents

< Activities: Playground activities, sitting,
walking and jogging, non-
organized play, picnicking, field
sports, basketball, tennis,
volleyball, aquatic play, roller
sports, performances, nature
studies and wildlife viewing,
horticultural and gardening
activities, specialty games such
as horseshoes, disc golf and
bocce ball

STANDARD

< large play structures
and/or creative play
attractions designed for
many age levels

< walking trails

< open-play, multi-purpose
turf areas (2 acres
contiguous)

< league-level athletic
fields (lighted)

< basketball courts
(lighted)

< special game areas

< water play areas

< shaded group picnic
areas, BBQ facilities

< bike racks

< restroom buildings with
information kiosks

< appropriate and
accessible site
furnishings, including
trash receptacles,
benches, drinking
fountains

< security lighting on major
paths and at facilities

< on-site and on-street
parking contiguous to
site

< signage

OPTIONAL

< special horticultural
areas for ornamental
displays and vegetable
gardens

< tennis and volleyball
courts (lighted)

< outdoor performance
areas

< public art
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Regional Park Standards

Use and 

Definition

Typical Site

Characteristics

Typical

Amenities 

< Serves broader purposes than
a community park, with
activities that often attract users
from outside the City

< Provides a wide variety of
specialized facilities and
activities

< Preserves unique landscapes
and open spaces as well as
serving recreational needs

< Included in Level-of-Service
acreage calculation

< Size: 50 acres, minimum, but

depends on use

< Service Area:   City and environs

< Location: Equitably distributed in four

quadrants of City

< Access: On arterial or collector street;

accessible from throughout its
service area by way of
interconnecting trails,
sidewalks, or low volume
streets

< Parcel Shape: Contiguous with level terrain in

order to accommodate
organized, scheduled and
casual unstructured sports
activities

< Landscape: Shade trees; irrigated turf

grass, ornamental shrub
borders with multi-season
interest including evergreen and
flowering species; may contain
natural areas for environmental
education, such as streams,
ponds, wetlands, or unique
vegetation

< Maintenance: City Parks Division, with some

assistance from garden clubs or
local residents

< Activities: Playground activities, sitting,

walking and jogging, non-
organized play, picnicking, ball
and field sports, basketball,
tennis, volleyball, aquatic  play,
disc golf, specialty games such
as horseshoes and bocce ball,
roller sports, performances,
nature studies and wildlife
viewing, horticultural
opportunities, gardening,
boating, swimming

STANDARD

< large multi-age play
structures and/or
creative play attractions

< walking trails

< recreation center / gym

< open-play, multi-purpose
turf areas (2 acres
contiguous)

< league-level athletic
fields (lighted)

< basketball courts
(lighted)

< skate parks

< special game areas

< water play areas /
swimming pool

< shaded group picnic
areas, BBQ facilities

< bike racks

< restroom buildings with
information kiosks

< appropriate / accessible
site furnishings,
including trash
receptacles, benches,
drinking fountains

< security lighting on major
paths and at facilities

< on-site and on-street
parking contiguous to
site

< signage

OPTIONAL

< special horticultural
areas

< tennis and volleyball
courts (lighted)

< outdoor performance
areas

< park host dwelling

< public art



Redding Parks, Trails, and Open Space Master Plan - 2004 Park Strategy - 85

Natural Area Park Standards

Use and 

Definition

Typical Site

Characteristics

Typical

Amenities 

< Places a higher emphasis on
natural resource characteristics
rather than high impact
recreational amenities

< Usually offers access to special
views, conservation areas, lakes,
streams, and/or the Sacramento
River

< Improved and maintained at
different levels than typical parks

< Included in Level-of-Service
acreage calculation

< Size: Varies

< Service Area:   City and environs

< Location: Provide with sufficient buffer for

noise and traffic if residences
are nearby

< Access: On arterial or collector streets;

accessible from major
thoroughfares and access
routes leading to and from
community; interconnected with
sidewalks, and trail system

< Parcel Shape: Not applicable

< Landscape: Emphasis on natural features

found on-site or developed
through restoration efforts,
including streams, ponds,
wetlands, or unique habitats

< Maintenance: City Parks Division, with some

assistance from local groups or
residents

< Activities: Walking/jogging, biking, sitting,

horseback riding, nature studies
and wildlife viewing, boating,
fishing, environmental
education

< drinking fountains

< trails and equestrian
paths, with paved or dirt
surfaces

< parking lot for cars and
trailers

< information kiosks with
maps and directions

< seating at entrances,
vistas, and special view
areas

< bike racks

< picnic tables 

< group picnic areas, if
restrooms can be
provided
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Special Purpose Facility Standards

Use and 

Definition

Typical Site

Characteristics

Typical

Amenities 

< Category that covers a broad
range of public parks, plazas,
and recreation facilities oriented
toward a single-purpose or a
special use

< Historical, Cultural, and Social

Sites: public plazas, the grounds

of public buildings, performing
arts facilities, amphitheaters,
historic districts, arboretums,
ornamental gardens, and senior
centers

< Recreation and Athletic Sites:

marinas and boat launches,
fishing access points, golf
courses, tennis centers, softball
complexes, roller hockey arenas,
sports stadiums and complexes,
community centers located
outside parks, and aquatic parks

< Included in Level-of-Service
acreage calculation

< Size: Varies

< Service Area:   City and environs

< Location: Provide with sufficient buffer for

noise and traffic if residences
are nearby

< Access: On arterial or collector streets;

accessible from major
thoroughfares and access
routes leading to and from
community; interconnected with
sidewalks, trail system and
other park components

< Parcel Shape: Contiguous with level terrain if

accommodation for organized
sports activities is needed;
ultimately dictated by types of
uses or fields to be built

< Landscape: Varies, but generally should

include: shade trees;
ornamental landscaping,
including evergreen and
flowering species; may contain
natural features such as
streams, ponds, wetlands, or
unique vegetation for
environmental education

< Maintenance: City Parks Division, or privately

contracted maintenance

< Activities: Playground activities, sitting,

walking / jogging, non-
organized play, golf, picnicking,
field sports, basketball, tennis,
volleyball, aquatic play, disc
golf, specialty games such as
horseshoes and bocce ball, in-
line skating, roller hockey,
skateboarding, performances,
nature studies and wildlife
viewing, horticulture, boating,
fishing, programmed classes

Varies, but all of the
following should be
considered:

C water features

C public art

C protective shade
structures, awnings,
arbors, or coverings

C casual seating areas

C restroom facilities

C drinking fountains

C concession, rental, or
other revenue-producing
areas for the City
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Private Neighborhood Park Standards

Use and 

Definition

Typical Site

Characteristics

Typical

Amenities 

< Located within a residential
development for the exclusive
use of residents and
maintained by a neighborhood
or homeowners association

< Inclusion of private parks in the
inventory of parklands
recognizes the contribution that
residential development can
make to the park and recreation
system

< Half the acreage of Private
Parks has been included in the
Level-of-Service acreage
calculation

EXISTING PARK SITES:

< Varies depending on use, but should be
consistent with development standards in similar
park classifications

< Owned and maintenance by homeowners
association

< Yards, court areas, set-backs, and other open
space areas required by zoning and building
ordinances and regulations are not included in
computations.

EXISTING:

Varies, but typically
includes:

C tennis courts

C basketball courts

C swimming pools

C clubhouses 

C play areas

C picnic tables

C walking trails

FUTURE PARK SITES: 

C Minimum of 3 acres in size

C Provide at least five of the basic park elements listed below, or a combination of
such and other recreation improvements, that will meet the specific recreation
needs of future residents of the area:

Park Elements Acres

Children’s Play Apparatus Area .50 to .75

Landscaped Park .50 to 1.00

Family Picnic Area .25 to .50

Game Court Area .25 to .50

Turf Playfield (irrigated) 1.00 to 3.00

Swimming Pool (42' x 75' with adjacent deck and lawn areas) .25 to .50

Recreation Center Building .15 to .25


