SEcTION 9.0: Level of Significance After Mitigation
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9.0 INVENTORY OF SIGNIFICANCE AFTER
MITIGATION

TRAFFIC AND CIRCULATION

Following implementation of the mitigation measures (i.e., reccommended improvements), the traffic and
circulation impacts would be reduced to a less than significant level.

WATER QUALITY

No unavoidable significant impacts to water quality have been identified following compliance with the
regulatory framework, City policies and regulations, and recommended mitigation.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

No unavoidable significant impacts to biological resources have been identified following compliance with
the regulatory framework, City policies and regulations, and recommended mitigation.

CULTURAL RESOURCES

No unavoidable significant impacts related to cultural resources have been identified following
implementation of the recommended mitigation measures and compliance with City, State, and/or Federal
requirements.
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Montreal Protocol stipulates that the production and consumption of compounds that deplete ozone in the
stratosphere (i.e., chlorofluorocarbons, halons, carbon tetrachloride, and methyl chloroform) were to be
phased out by the year 2000.

Assembly Bill 32 (Global Warming Solutions Act) (AB-32) was passed by the California Legislature on
August 31, 2006. It requires the State’s global warming emissions to be reduced to 1990 levels by 2020. The
reduction would be accomplished through an enforceable statewide cap on global warming emissions that
would be phased in starting in 2012. On or before June 30, 2007, the California Air Resources Control Board
(CARB) isrequired to publish a list of discrete greenhouse gas emissions that can be implemented. Emission
reductions shall include carbon sequestration projects and best management practices that are technologically
feasible and cost-effective. However, AB-32 does not provide thresholds or methodologies for analyzing a
project’s impacts regarding global climate change. AB-32 primarily provides a timeframe for establishing
plans, policies, and studies to address global climate change.

Executive Order S-3-05 also recognized the importance of preparedness in that it directed the Secretary of
the California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal EPA) to lead an effort to evaluate the impacts of
climate change on California and to examine adaptation measures that would best prepare the state to respond
to the adverse consequences of climate change. In response to S-3-05, the Climate Action Team (CAT) was
convened, which comprised representatives from Cal EPA, CARB, Integrated Waste Management, California
Energy Commission, and sever other state departments. The CAT prepared the Climate Action Team Report
to Governor Schwarzenegger and the Legislature (dated March 2006), which provides an overview of
scientific evidence regarding climate change as well as potential effects on California. The report also
provides recommendations regarding strategies the state should pursue to reduce climate change emissions.

In light of such legislation such as AB-32 and Executive Order S-3-05, there has been much debate regarding
the analysis of global climate change in CEQA documents. As previously mentioned, although several
studies are available regarding the overall impacts associated with global climate change, the conclusions
and predictions vary with each report. Based on the current scientific literature, it would be speculative to
determine whether the contribution of any particular project or plans to greenhouse gas emissions and climate
changes is significant. There is significant uncertainty involved in making predictions to the extent of which
the project operations have on greenhouse gas emissions and global climate change. Therefore, a conclusion
on the significance of the environmental impact of climate change cannot be reached. For this reason,
combined with the information documented above, greenhouse gas emissions related to the proposed Project
are not evaluated further. Section 15145 of the CEQA Guidelines provides that, if after a thorough
investigation a lead agency finds that a particular impact is too speculative for evaluation, the agency should
note its conclusion and terminate discussion of the impacts.

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air quality
violation?

No Impact. Refer to air quality response a), above.
¢) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the project region
is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard (including releasing

emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors)?

Less Than Significant Impact. Refer to air quality response a), above.
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PUBLIC SERVICES. Would the project:

a) Resultin substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered
governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which
could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable serviceratios, response times
or other performance objectives for any of the public services:

1) Fire protection?

No Impact. The City would provide police and fire protection services to the proposed Project site from
existing facilities and under existing service levels. The size of the proposed Project (78 single-family
residential units) would not mandate the need for additional police or fire facilities. No impact has been
identified.

2) Police protection?

No Impact. Refer to public services response a), above.

3) Schools?

No Impact. The proposed Project is located in the Shasta Union School District and would ultimately
contribute to the total student enrollment in this district. However, a school-facility impact (in-lieu) fee
exists, as provided under State law, that is paid prior to the issuance of a building permit for each residential
unit to address school-facility funding necessitated by the effects of growth citywide. No impact has been
identified.

4) Parks?

No Impact. The proposed Project will not overburden existing community parks. See discussion under
Recreation below.

5) Other public facilities?

No Impact. See discussion under Utilities and Service Systems below.

UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS. Would the project:

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board?
No Impact. Wastewater generated from the proposed Project would be that associated with low-density
domestic use (from single-family homes), and it would be discharged into the City’s sanitary sewer system.
This type and intensity of land use activity does not generate wastewater demands that would exceed

treatment requirements of the Regional Water Quality Control Board. No impact has been identified.

b) Require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of
existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental effects?
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No Impact. The proposed development does not generate the need for the construction of new water or
wastewater treatment facilities. Water is available from an existing line in Wyndham Lane and Lagoon
Drive. Sewer will be obtained via a connection to existing lines in Wyndham Lane and Lagoon Drive. No
impact has been identified.

¢) Require or result in the construction of new storm water drainage facilities or expansion of existing
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental effects?

No Impact. Storm-water runoff from the proposed Project’s stormdrain system would be directed to Canyon
Creek and Laurel Creek. Detention is unnecessary due to the proposed Project's location within the drainage
basin and proximity to the Sacramento River. No impact has been identified.

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from existing entitlements and resources,
or are new or expanded entitlements needed?

No Impact. Potable water is available from the City to serve the proposed Project, with adequate pressure
for domestic use and flows for fire suppression. The demands of the proposed Project can be accommodated
within the City’s existing water resources. No impact has been identified.

e) Resultin a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or may serve the project that
it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing
commitments?

No Impact. The proposed Project will utilize the City’s sanitary sewer system to dispose of wastewater.
Adequate sewer capacity is available in the City’s existing system. No impact has been identified.

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to accommodate the project’s solid waste
disposal needs?

No Impact. The City provides solid waste disposal (curbside pick-up) service, which homes in the
subdivision would utilize. Adequate capacity is available to serve the needs of the proposed Project without
need of special accommodation. The City regulates and operates programs that promote the proper disposal
of toxic and hazardous materials from households, including those created by the proposed Project. No
impact has been identified.

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to solid waste?

No Impact. Refer to utilities and service systems response f), above.

AESTHETICS. Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

Less Than Significant Impact. Scenic vistas are defined as expansive views of highly-valued landscapes
from publicly accessible viewpoints. Scenic vistas include views of natural features such as topography,
water courses, outcrops, and natural vegetation, as well as man-made scenic structures. The proposed Project

site is bound by the ACID channel along its western border, existing single-family residential along its
northern border, a drainage tributary of Canyon Hollow Creek with single-family residences beyond its
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eastern border, and Canyon Hollow Creek at its southern border. The property is relatively level, and has
been previously used for agricultural purposes. A large number of valley oaks and some live oaks are
situated along the ACID channel and the minor tributary along the eastern boundary. Additional trees and
riparian vegetation exist within and near the 100-year floodplain of Canyon Hollow Creek. The existing
character of the proposed Project site is not considered to have high visual quality based on its proximity to
existing residential and industrial uses. The proposed Project site has the potential to alter the visual
landscape from undeveloped land to residential uses; however since there are no existing structures of high
scenic value, and there are no scenic vistas identified in the City of Redding General Plan, this would result
in a less than significant impact.

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and
historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

Less Than Significant Impact. No rock outcroppings are located on-site. As stated above under Response
Ve, Chapter 18.65 of the Redding Municipal Code promotes the conservation of mature, healthy trees in
the design of new developments. The majority of a the existing 18-tree grove at the south central portion of
the site on a high point east of proposed Luke Street is shown to be removed due to conflict with proposed
building pads and the need to balance the site grading. All or a portion of the area could be placed in a set-
aside area to remain in a natural state and become an amenity for the neighborhood. With the retention of
trees as discussed above, the partial removal of native trees on the site would represent a less than significant
aesthetic impact.

California’s Scenic Highway Program was created by the Legislature in 1963. Its purpose is to preserve and
protect scenic highway corridors from changes which would diminish the aesthetic value of lands adjacent
to highways. According to Caltrans’ California Scenic Highway Program and the National Scenic Byways
Program, the proposed Project site is not in the vicinity of a federal or state scenic highway or any roadway
that is considered eligible for designation as a scenic highway. Additionally, the proposed Project site is not
visible from a designated local scenic highway/roadway/trail. As such, the proposed Project will have no
impact on visual resources within a state scenic highway.

¢) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the site and its surroundings?
Less Than Significant Impact. Refer to aesthetics response a), above.

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or nighttime views
in the area?

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed residential development has the potential to create new sources
of substantial light or glare, which could affect day or nighttime views in the area; however, the City of
Redding has lighting standards (Section 18.40.090 of the Zoning Ordinance) which were designed to prevent
light spillage and glare. Compliance with the regulation will reduce this impact to a less than significant
level.

RECREATION. Would the project:

a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that
substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated?
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Less Than Significant Impact. Chapter 17.42 of the City's Subdivision Ordinance, Park and Recreational
Land Dedications and In-Lieu Fees, requires that as a condition of approval of a tentative map, a subdivider
shall either dedicate land or pay a fee in lieu thereof for park or recreational purposes. In accordance with
State subdivision law, only projects containing 50 or more lots may be required to dedicate land for park
development. Additional recreational development fees are collected by the City at the time of issuance of
a building permit on an individual lot. The proposed Project contains 78 lots. The Community Services
Department has indicated that in-lieu fees will be required. The Project sponsor will be constructing a
walking trail along Canyon Hollow Creek to be used by residents as well as the surrounding community. Fee
title of the land under the trail and land within the 100-year floodplain will be granted to the City, and the
area will remain in open space. In addition, the proposed Project is located within approximately 1,600 feet
of a school facility that can provide recreational opportunities for project residents. With these nearby
recreational facilities, there would not be any potentially significant impacts to recreation associated with
the proposed Project.

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational
facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment?

Less Than Significant Impact. Refer to recreation response a), above.

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES. Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown
on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California
Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

No Impact. The proposed Project site has been farmed in the past. The loss of this agricultural land for
residential development purposes will not result in a significant loss of prime farmland. City of Redding
General Plan Policy NR15A calls for protection of existing prime agricultural soils outside the primary and
secondary growth areas of the city. The proposed Project is within the primary growth area of the city and
zoned for the requested uses. No impact has been identified.

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson act contract?

No Impact. Refer to agricultural resources response a), above.

¢) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could result in
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use?

No Impact. Refer to agricultural resources response a), above.
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